100 Year s of Christian Presencein Puri

Puri, considered being theabode
of ‘Lord Jaganath’, and one of
themost holy city for our Hindu
brethren, celebrated 100yearsof .,
Christian presence. “The Catholic ).
Community has traveled for g
hundred yearsthrough thick and
thin and given witness. Today =
thereisdtill moreurgency togive
witnessof our faithto uniteall
people in peace, harmony and
integrity,” said Rt. Rev. Raphael St
Cheenath, the Archbishop of ¥
Cuttack-Bhubaneswar, speaking
during the solemn celebration at §
the Catholic Church premiseson 5
12 December, 2010. Mr.
SurendraKumar Mohanty, awell known personality in Puri, who hasseen the Christian Communlty
from hischildhood days, addressing the audience on theoccasion said, “In hundred yearsonegetsold,
but hereit has happened just the opposite. The Christian Community in 100 yearshasbecome so young
andvibrant.”

GINILEBRETING 100 YEARS OF CHRISTIANS
PRESENCE IN*PURI (1310-2010)

During the British rule
French and Spanish
= Missionariestook care of
the pastoral needs of the
~ British Soldiers. In 1905
'\ Govt. hadgivenalittleplace
for theCatholic Community
in Puri and Missionaries
from Cuttack and Khurda

| looked after the pastoral
W | needsof thiscommunity. In
1910 Catholic Community
wasestablishedin Puri and
in 1911 asmall residence
for thepriest washbuilt. The

= : e records show that Mr.

RemoAnthony wasthefirst baptl zed Cathol ic of Pun in 1949 Gradud ly the Catholic Community grew
and various Religiouscommunitieslike C.M. Missionaries, SistersAdorers, Missionariesof Charity
both Brothersand Sistersetc. C.M Fatherstook care of the Community till 1975. Andit wasin 1975
that the Parish was givento SVDsand Fr. Marian Zelazek wasthefirst SVD to stepin Puri. Fr. Marian
did not limit himself to Catholicsbut spread hisarmsto serve all types of people specially thelepers,
poor and themarginalized. Hetoo began the dial ogue and research centrefor the educated and the dlite
group too so that no section of society isleft unattended.
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The Community has grown steadily though mainly migrantsfrom other partsof India. Today Puri
parish consstsof 60 familieswith theHindi saying coming true“ ChotaParivar, Sukhi Parivar” (smdll
family and happy family). After Fr. Marian Zelazek, Fr. ThomasR.A., Fr. Peter Vattekeril, Fr. Mathew
Poovanpuzhaand Fr. L uke VVeliaparambil have served the Catholic Community of Puri asParish
prieststhough thelist of co-pastorsgoeslong. Presently Fr. Lukewith hisco-pastor Fr. Birender is
doing hisbest to keep the small Catholic Community asvibrant aspossible. It wastheir hard work
that madethe 100 yearscomealive on 12 December, 2010.

Fr. Sunil Damor,SVD




St. ARNOLD’S SCHOOL, JHARTARANG
ANNUAL DAY CELEBRATION

“1 appreciate the bold step of the Divine Word Society for establishing an English medium
school away from the city surrounded by thetribal villagesand | am sure . Arnold’s Schooal,
Jhartarang will cater immensely to the education of thetribalsand the poor,” said the chief
guest, Mr. Sarada Prasad Nayak, minister of statefor food supplies& consumer welfare. He
was speaking on the occasion of the 3rd Annual Day Celebration of St. Arnold’'s Schooal,
Jhartarang, Rourkela, on 5th December, 2010. It wasthe day of the children and the parents
asthe duo had awide smile on their faces. Parents|ooked overjoyed seeing their children

s SCHOOLJJHARTARANG‘\

on the stage in Shl ning costum&s danC| ngto thetune of vari ety of music and singi ng along
harmoniously with mel odiousinstrumentals played by their teachers.

Thetwo hour long program consisted of variety songs, dancesand skit performance blending
together east and west. Amidst the big applause of parentsand audiencethe children conveyed
the message very loud and clear, “Nourish Love and Flourish Peace.” The show wasindeed
superb spreading the message of peace and harmony in our multi-religiousand multi-cultural
society. The School hasthe strength of 1278 studentswith 55 full-fledged staff within the
short span of threeyearsof itsexistence. And it was not an easy job to prepare 672 students
to perform perfectly on the stage.

No doubt, thewhole credit goesto Fr. K.C. Thomasthe principal, Fr. Symporian Kujur, Fr.

Tomy Geogre and the entire staff for their hard work nourishing the little ones with the
valuesof love, peace and harmony for abetter tomorrow.

Fr. Sunil Damor,SVD




