INTERLINK
N° 3

Saint Augustine's, July 1991

Dear Friends and Confreres,
After a delay of more than a year, INTERLINK No. 3 comes your way. The
reason for the delay was my tour through the Americas from September 1990 to
April 1991 . In the meantime the staff of the Institute had to assume my charge
and to try to continue the whole editorial work. What broke down at last was
INTERLINK. However, it is never too late to resume the contact lost in the darkness of the past .. . First of all, the personnel changes from 1990 to 1991 .
Fr. Joseph Henninger (1906-1991) died on May 4, 1991, one week before his
85th birthday . "His whole life was bound up with the Anthropos. For 40 long years
he lived and worked hard both for the journal and the Institute." So wrote Arnold
Burgmann, his longtime friend and colleague, in 1976. Joseph Henninger was accepted as a member of the Anthropos Institute by Wilhelm Schmidt in 1934 . In
1936 he became acting editor of the journal, a post he held, always in Schmidt's
shadow, until 1939 . During these years Hitler marched in Austria (1938) and the
Institute was forced to move from St. Gabriel's in Modling to Posieux in Fribourg.
The Institute with its library had to be moved and reorganized. The war years and
the years immediately following the war made it difficult to keep the work of the
journal on schedule . During the period from 1939 to 1949 only 4 volumes appeared .
In 1962 everything was moved to new quarters again in St. Augustine's near Bonn,
where Henninger was once more available at this time, he took over the job as
editor of the journal again from 1977 until 1979.
Henninger's education began in Wiesbaden, where he graduated from the
State Gymnasium with the Abitur in 1926 . After this he studied philosophy as an
svd at St. Augustine's. He then proceeded to the Pontificia Universitas Gregoriana
in Rome where he completed his theological studies in 1934 with a dissertation on
the Augustinian teaching on justification of Hieronymus Seripando (1493-1563). In
the same year he was assigned to St. Gabriel's where he began the study of ethnology at the University of Vienna (under W. Koppers), prehistory (under O. Menghin)
and physical anthropology (under J . Weininger). This was followed by two semesters
of Assyriology at the Biblical Institute in Rome . In 1937 he presented his dissertation to Koppers with the title: "The Family among present-day Bedouins of Arabia
and neighboring regions." In 1945 he was promoted with his habilitation thesis,
"Sacrifice among the Arabs," at the University of Fribourg . From 1945 until 1974
he taught at the University of Fribourg and from 1964 until 1974 at the University
of Bonn . In 1967 he was appointed full professor of Ethnology and Religious Studies
at the Philosophical-Theological College of the svd at St. Augustine's.
He concentrated his research on Arab areas, including North and East Africa.
One theme he dealt with had to do with social relations among semitic peoples
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(Totemism, Primogeniture, Equality of Birth, Marriage, Pariah Groups, Forms of
Circumcision, Bride Price, Styles of Clothing, and Poetry). Another theme of his
work dealt with sacrifice in general and especially among the Arabs (Chicken Sacrifice, Sacrificial Prayers, Bloodless Animal Offerings, Ritual Division of Animals,
Law against the Breaking of Bones, Offering of First Fruits, Human Sacrifice,
Festivals of Springtime and Star Cults) . He also wrote about issues related to Islam
(Image of God, Traces of Christian Religious Truths in the Koran, Rise of Islam,
Role of the Laity in the Spread of Islam) . He was till able to crown a life of work
by painstakingly reworking various articles he had wirtten during his life for a book
of collected works, "Arabica Varia," published in 1989. Among his publications, the
following deserve special mention: Die Familie bei den heutigen Beduinen Arabiens
and seiner Randgebiete. Leiden 1943; Les fetes de printemps chez les Semite et la
Paque israelite. Paris 1975 ; Arabica Sacra . Freiburg/Schweiz and Gottingen 1981 ;
Arabica Varia. Freiburg/Schweiz and Gottingen 1989 .
Fr. Heinrich Busch renounced his membership in the Institute last year.

Activities of the Institute in 1990/1991
The Colloquia Ethnologica have found a small, but loyal audience . Borte
Sagaster, M.A. gave a presentation on the theme of the "Harem of Osmanli Sultan
in the 19th Century" in May 1990. In June of the same year Prof . Dr. Josef Franz
Thiel talked about "Notions of Bisexuality in the Idea of God and Mythology of the
Bantu ." In May of 1991 Prof . Dr. Karl Josef Rivinius discussed the "Beginnings of
the Anthropos - 85 Years of the Journal," and Dr. Joachim Piepke reported on the
results of his field research in Brazil on "The Power of Orixas - Impressions of
Afro-Brazilian Religiosity."
Anthropology and Mission. The third .issue of A&M was finished and sent off.
Fr. Quack gave a brief description of 7 new books and Fr. Piepke summarized 5
articles from different journals which might be of interest and use to people in the
missions . The Institute will send copies of the complete articles to anybody who is
interested without cost. The Institute will also send copies of any book requested
for cost price. The Institute has sent the A&M directly to about 300 missionaries .
The 250 copies sent through the Generalate, it seems, never leave the desk of the
superiors to whom they are mailed. The third issue of A&M appeared for the first
time in a Spanish version and was sent to Latin America. Fr. Christian Tauchner
svd from Quito, Ecuador, has volunteered to take care of translating and sending
out the A&M . In this way we hope to make things more readily availabe to our
confreres in Latin America. In the meantime, A&M N° 4 was also sent off.
The idea of A&M must be reevaluated. There seems to be at least two difficulties, as we have heard from various sources, among them from Fr . Jon Kirby
svd in Ghana. In the first place, the themes discussed do not always relate well to
problems actually facing missionaries, and secondly, they are presented in ways that
are too theoretical and too academic in tone . We, too, have been aware of this and
are trying desperately to find authors who can present their materials in a practical and realistic way, in simple language, who are also willing and concerned
enough to share their insights with others . It's almost like trying to find a square
circle . To judge from the reaction of our readers, the idea behind the third issue
of A&M seems to be more appropriate. It is also easier for us at the Institute to
prepare something like this . We'll try, therefore, to carry the thinking behind
Number 3 further along. In the meantime we are grateful for any suggestions you
can send our way. Far from rejecting criticism, we welcome it.
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Fr. Kirby suggested that instead of A&M, the Institute should sponsor regional workshops for missionaries, an idea worth considering. The immediate question has to do with the meaning of "sponsor ." I can see the value of smaller re
gional workshops which would deal with anthropological themes useful to missionaries and developed with their input, but the preparation and implementation of such
a project would have to be left up to the anthropologists familiar with the area
and with the difficulties facing missionaries working in that region. Such a project
could not be handled from the Institute here at St. Augustine's. Even to have
someone from the Anthropos staff participate in such a workshop would be next to
impossible because of our workload and the teaching responsibilities we have in the
seminary-college . The only thing the Institute might be able to do by way of sponsoring such a workshop would be to help finance it. There may be possibilities here.
Anthropos Advisory Board. For about a year now we've been discussing the
idea of an advisory board with the Generalate . This suggestion came up in connection with the new way of financing the Institute (see below). At the general meet
ing of the Institute members in 1990, a proposal was approved which was basically
accepted by the Generalate .
Anthropos Advisory Board
Objectives

1 . To foster exchange and communication between anthropologists and social scientists in the svd.
2. To advise the Generalate, respectively the Provincials, regarding the education of
confreres in anthropology .
3. To develop and expand the anthropology curriculum in svd Houses of Formation.
4. To stimulate scientific cooperation between svd anthropological institutes.
5. To encourage and develop mutual connections between anthropological science
and pastoral-missionary practice .
Implementation
1 . A permanent group of 5 confreres, chosen for 3 years.
. To meet at least once a year .
3. Accountability on behalf of the Generalate through the Anthropos Institute.
Composition
1 . Director of the Anthropos Institute, who also chairs the Board.
2. Four representatives, one from each of the svd regions (Asia, Oceania, Africa,
America), who are proposed by the Anthropos Institute and appointed by the Generalate.

3. Criteria for the appointment of the representatives to be established by the
Anthropos Institute working together with the Generalate. The appointment itself
comes from the Generalate .
This list of suggestions was further developed and presented to the Generalate. The criteria for choosing representatives were the following :
1 . The representatives of the svd regions who might be Board members, if at all
possible, should not come from the narrow circle of ethnologists or anthropologists
and should not belong to one of the ethnological institutes . It would seem that the
work of the AAB would be more appropriately carried out by "outsiders ."
2. They should stand out for their interest in ethno-pastoral concerns and have
given some evidence of being intellectually flexible, rich in ideas, of a critical bent
of mind and experienced.
3. National origin should not be the most important criterion, but the regional area
where the candidates are presently active.
Ethnological Curriculum . During my stay in Latin America, I heard the
suggestion from several of our svd confreres working in formation that the Institute
should develop a model curriculum for a basic education in ethnology and religious
studies to be sent to the different svd communities engaged in education and
formation . With this in hand, the individual communities could offer their students,
naturally according to the academic means at their disposal, one or the other
theme related to religious ethnology in the course of their philosophical and theological studies. This is the next thing the Institute intends to work on. The individual
regions will have to translate this into their own language (English, Spanish,
French).
Overseas Training Program at the Anthropos Institute. In connection with the
OTP program of the North German Province, the Institute offers a two-year OTP,
during which a supervised practical training in editing, together with a theoretical
introduction to ethnology, would be offered. The objective of the OTP would be to
make the svd confreres familiar with the goals and work of the Institute as early
as possible. In this way one would lay the foundation for later, well-grounded work
in ethnology and its related sciences .
Financing the Al . Upon the recommendation of the Procurator General, the
system of financing the Institute in which the two German provinces bore the
entire burden has been changed. An international foundation has now been estab
lished financed by the North and South German Provinces, the Dutch-Belgian Province and the Chicago Province in the USA. The administration of this foundation
rests with an international commission under the chairmanship of the procurator of
the North German Province . Appropriate statutes governing this commission is in
the process of being drawn up. The Anthropos Institute Board at a meeting on June
7, 1991 reported to the representatives of the provinces funding this foundation on
the activities, the financial status and general state of the Institute.
Publications. The Anthropos issue number 86:1991 came out with 700 pages .
It contained 20 longer articles (about 300 pages), 21 reports and commentaries
(about 124 pages), and 129 reviews (about 160 pages) . Of the 135 books which were
reviewed, 75 were in English, 38 in German and 22 in French. All this represented
the contribution of 149 authors. Of these, 10 were svd confreres, respectively

missionaries, 89 were from outside of Germany. Of the 41 articles, reports and
commentaries, 27 were written in English, 3 in French, 1 in Spanish and 10 in
German. Of these 41 articles, 12 dealt somehow with a religious theme .
The book by Ernest Brandewie, When Giants Walked the Earth: The Life and
Times of Wilhelm Schmidt svd. 367 pp. appeared as volume 44 in the Studia Institute Anthropos series . This very interesting biography of Schmidt can be ordered
from the Intitute free of charge. Just send a postcard; that will be enough . In
preparation are volumes 45: Roger Schroeder, Initiation Rites as Religious Phenomena and 46: John W. Burton, An Introduction to Evans-Pritchard.
Joseph Van de Loo's book "Guji Oromo Culture in Southern Ethiopia . Religious Capabilities in Rituals and Songs ." 376 pp. has appeared as volume 39 in the
Collectanea Institute Anthropos series . In preparation are a new edition of volume
16: Josef Franz Thiel, Grundbegriffe der Ethnologie and volume 40: F. Rodegem,
Initiation aux langues bantues. Bien ecouter pour parler juste.
Activities of the Other Institutes
The Centre d'Etudes Ethnologiques Bandundu - CEEBA was able to celebrate
its 25th anniversary in 1990. Fr. Hermann Hochegger svd founded CEEBA on April
3, 1965 . In August of that same year already the Center held its first colloquium
on the topic of "Nuptials, Marriage and Family, and Traditional Education." Up to
the present co-workers at CEEBA have included 5 bishops, 16 diocesan priests, 79
religious, 184 lay people from Zaire and 20 lay people from Europe. The archives
contain 211 volumes of oral literature as well as 164 volumes of monographs and
minutes of meetings. Published works during the 25 years include 21 volumes of
Series 1: Reports and Reviews (Colloquia from Bandundu), 103 volumes of Series II:
Treatises and Monographs, and 16 volumes in Series III: Linguistic Contributions.

The 25th Symposium of CEEBA was held at Bandundu from the 26th to the
29th of December 1990 on the theme "The Ritual Symbols of Tools, Utensils, and
Musical Instruments." During the year 18 researchers studied the subject among
different population groups of the provinces of Bandundu and Kasai. Most of them
were zairians . The contribution of 4 svd missionaries enriched the research. At the
opening, the Director of CEEBA, Fr. Hermann Hochegger, reviewed the annual
seminars analyzing the 25 themes. The first symposiums held during the years from
1965 to 1968 were reserved to priests and missionaries . Gradually the participation
of the intellectuals of the country increased and now they constitute the majority
of the participants . The subject chosen for 1991 is "The Ritual Symbolic of Clothes,
their Colors, Make-up, Hair Styles, Hats, Jewels and Ornaments."
Volumes 10-17 of the Dictionnaire des Rites (Lexicon of Rites) have been
finished. The last entry is match, which leads one to conclude that the work is
about half finished . 54 people have worked on this alphabetical listing and descrip
tion of the rituals used in the traditional religions of various ethnic groups in
Zaire, among them the Mongo, Ntomba, Bolia, Sengele, Sakata, Buma, Nku, Yansi,
Mputu, Mbala, Hunagana, Ngongo, Pende, Kuba, Kusu, Suku, Yaka, Ruund, Lulua and
Luba . A religious person needs ritual to handle the problems of life from conception to death. The young Christians of the Church in Zaire have shown great creativity in the new rituals they have created, stimulated by the symbolic language of
their ancestors and their life-experience in Christian communities. Every entry in
the Dictionnaire des Rites highlights some component of non-verbal communication
from the religious life of the people themselves .

In addition, in preparation are volumes by Piet Korse (ed.), Sorcellerie,
maladie et chasseur de sorciers ; Wasangwil K., Engendrer West pas en notre pouvoir! Traditions orales Kanyok ; David J . Cornett svd, Communiquons avec les
sourds (un dictionnaire de la langue: des signes observes parmi les sourds du Zaire) .
The Tamale Institute of Cross-Cultural Studies - TICCS constructs its own
facilities . October 1990 Dreikonigsaktion of Austria agreed to finance the major
part of the building project, the guestrooms for the course participants. The first
spadeful of earth was shovelled by the Director in following December . March 1991,
the General Council of the svd decided to subsidize the construction of a "Storey
Building," including a dining room, kitchen, offices, chapel, conference room, library, and reading room. The dual grants now enable to build the entire complement
of facilities needed to run the various programs thoroughly and effectively.
In April 1990 both holdings of TICCS, the Archbishop and the svd Provincial,
agreed on the statutes . The new Board includes Fr. Pat Moroney svd, Fr. Jan
Schilitz svd, Fr. Carlos Pellegrin svd, Fr. Philip Naame, Fr. Christopher Bazaana,
and Mr. Mark Attabeh. The search for permanent staff is one of the urgent tasks.
Fr. Vincent Boi Nai svd, now finishing his studies in cross-cultural pastoral supervision at Andover Newton/USA, is scheduled to join TICCS yet in 1991 . Fr. Henk
Bonke M.Afr ., the former White Father Regional in Ghana, already joined the staff .
He taught African religions at Strassbourg University and taught also in the department of religion at the University of Ghana.
TICCS will publish the Ghana Handbook. The first part includes an introduction to Ghana, its people, history, politics, economics and religions. The second
offers practical advice to anybody wishing to visit or live in Ghana for some time .
The third presents theological implications of language and culture learning in an
alien culture. The handbook closes with an extensive bibliography .
The Museum of Ethnology and Mission of the major seminary in Pieniezno in
Poland hosted the 6th conference in their series "Encounter with Religions" from
May 3 through May 5, 1991 . The particular theme of this year's conference was
"Religions and their Role in Living ." These encounters are not meant to be purely
academic in nature, but an engagement of followers of very diverse religions in
prayer. Private and communal times of prayer should lead to a deeper understanding of each other and enrich the academic dialogue .
The Members Report
Ernest Brandewie, together with his wife Pilar, visited the Institute from
10,
1991 till June 14. This was part of their tour through Germany. We had a
June
few nice days together . We've also received quite a bit of reaction to his biography
of Schmidt. Here are some excerpts: "I am grateful that you sent me the biography
of Fr. Schmidt. It was very kind and thoughtful of you to send me a copy" (0tto
von Habsburg) ; "After my first look-see, I must say that I find this study Very
interesting. Already I've learned things that were new to me. What was especially
welcome was the description and presentation of things which were not always so
exemplary. What a consolation to realize that even such giants did not always have
it easy in the svd" (Fr . Bernard Raas svd) ; "I have already started to read the
book and find the presentation of the last years of his life and the summary of his
great life very interesting. I count myself among the admirers of this member of
the Society of the Divine Word" (Cardinal Franz Konig) ; "I have looked through the
book rather thoroughly and read the last section with interest . No matter what
changes have occurred in our Society, some problems related to scientific work in

the Society (Schmidt's problems) are still the same . The younger confreres will
probably soon be accusing me of hardening of the arteries, too" (Fr. Andrzej Bronk
svd) ; "Mr. Brandewie's book, which details the injustice done to Fr. Schmidt, whom
the generalate did not protect from the grave injustice, will help us to reflect, I
believe" (Fr. Anthony Zimmerman svd). If you wish, you can get this biography
from the Institute free of charge (Ernest Brandewie : When Giants Walked the Earth:
The Life and Times of Wilhelm Schmidt svd. Fribourg Switzerland : University
Press, 1990).
Andrzej Bronk was inducted into the Polish Academy of Science. He is on a
scholarship at Boston College in the USA, a school run by the Jesuits. He is there
to translate B. Lonergan's book "Insight" into Polish . Ten years ago he translated
Lonergan's "Method of Theology" into Polish. He will be in Boston from March till
September 1991 .
Wilhelm Flieger reports that the book which was to appear in 1990 finally
was published in May 1991 . This book, done together with Keyfitz, is called "World
Population Growth and Aging: Demographic Trends in the Late Twentieth Century."
Since 1983 the OPS (Office of Population Studies - San Carlos, Cebu City), together with the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, USA, has been conducting an ongoing community study entitled "Infant Feeding and Infant Growth Project ." Almost 3000 children who were studied between 1983 and 1985 are to be
restudied and tested for their physical and intellectual development. For OPS this
phase of the project is to take a year and a half . The community project conducted together with Johnes Hopkins University, which tested the effectiveness of
the Ministry of Health's campaigns against diarrhea and measles, was concluded.
Flieger serves as a consultant to the Rand Corporation in Santa Monica, California
on a Child Survival Project. He has also been invited by Keyfitz and the IIASA
(International Institute of Applied Systems Analysis) to Laxenburg in Vienna to
cooperate on a book dealing with population and climatic changes. "If only half of
all these things come to pass, I'll be busy for the next 10 years," writes Fr. Flieger.
Johann Frick, the oldest member of the Institute, celebrated the 60th anniversary of his ordination at Marienburg-Rheineck in Switzerland on June 9, 1991 .
The Institute anticipated the occasion in a private celebration at St. Vincent's,
Kaldenkirchen to give the jubilarian due recognition. Former Superior General Heinrich Heekeren took part in the Mass celebrated on this festive occasion, during
which I emphasized Fr. Frick's cheerful and gregarious outlook, which he has had
all his life . As a result he has also gained many true friends, something more
important surely in a priest's life than being a dry, dull purveyor of blessings.
Othmar Gachter (together with A. Quack) published an article "Symbole,
Magie and Religion" (Anthropos 84.1989: 521-529) and "Symbol, Magic and Religion"
(Theology Digest 37.1990: 109-114) . In addition, his doctoral work "Hermeneutics and
Language in Purva Mimamsa . A Study in Sabara Bhasya" (Delhi : Motilal Banarsidass,
1990) appeared in a second edition. A lecture he had previously presented, "Searching for Good Luck and Achievement. Basic Values and Modes of Relationship in
Hinduism," was published in 1991 (Zeitschrfft for Religions- and Geistesgeschichte
43.1991/2: 117-135) . He reviewed the following books: Becker, Gerhold, Die Ursymbole in den Religionen . Graz: Verlag Styria, 1987. 352 pp. (Anthropos 84.1989: 577);
Sontheimer, Gunther D. and Hermann Kulke (eds .), Hinduism Reconsidered . Delhi :
Manohar Publications, 1989. 239 pp. (Anthropos 85.1990: 647-649) ; Leonardo N .
Mercado and James J . Knight (eds .), Mission and Dialogue . Theory and Practice .
Manila: Divine Word Publications, 1989 . 249 pp. (verbum svd 32.1991 : 105-109) .

Patrick Gesch is preparing a regional meeting of svd anthropologists (AsiaPacific). At the meeting in Poona it was decided that such meetings should be held
regularly. Up till now there was such a regional meeting covering Europe (held at
St. Augustine's 1988) and Africa (at Bandundu 1989) . This meeting will be held at
the Divine Word Institute in Madang from April 29 until May 3, 1992 . It should
reflect on the priorities of the anthropological task in the service of the Culture
and Gospel problematic. The suggestion is that the meeting should be run with a
view to bringing forth a publication. All those attending should write papers on a
theoretical issue of the meeting of Gospel and Culture basing the argument on a
well-research, particular case history.
Pat's activities include several publications like "The Cultivation of Surprise
and Excess : The Encounter of Cultures in the Sepik of Papua New Guinea"
[G.W.Trompf (ed .) : Cargo Cults and Millenarian Movements . Berlin : Mouton/de
Gruyter, 1990 . pp. 213-238], "Secularization in PNG" (for svd Universities meeting
in Nanzan, Jan. 1991), "Miracles, Bibles and World Domination: The Fate of Monotheism in a Traditional Village Culture" (prepared for Australian Religious Studies
Review), "The Syncretism of a PNG Village" (revised for Frankfurt University,
Theologie Interkulturell Symposium), courses like "Religious Anthropology" and
"Cultural Anthropology" (for Divine Word Institute, Religious Studies Department
and Maiwara Seminary) ; and field work (2 months in villages of Torembi area,
Ambunti Subdistrict, East Sepik and weekly visits to Riwo Village, Madang).
Gunther Gessinger will be at Missio in Aachen until the end of this year . In
January 1992 he is supposed to take up his new work in the China Center at St.
Augustine's. Fr. Roman Malek svd is the director of this Center.
Josef Glinka lectures in three different faculties with over 200 students . He
also directs 19 Master's and 6 doctoral students . In addition he took part in a
research project which investigated the incidence of harelips and cleft palates on
Flores . He was responsible for the population genetics aspect of the project. He
was inducted into the Indo-Pacific Prehistoric Association (IPPA) at their 14th
Congress held in Yogyakarta in September 1990 .
I can report personally on Berhard Guhs' situation . I met him in
September/October of last year in Mexico City, where he has started his doctoral
studies in Social Anthropology at the Universidad Iberoamericana, which is run by
the Jesuits. I went sightseeing with Bernhard : Teotihuacan, Chapultepec, Tenayuca,
Chichen Itza and Monte Alban . It was also the first time he had seen many of
these places which give such insight into the history of Mexico. We celebrated the
reunification of Germany in a Polish restaurant called the "Mazurka" with Polish
roast duck, red wine from Chile, and the music of Chopin. Now let someone say
that the Anthropos is not international.
Hermann Hochegger, Director of CEEBA/Bandundu, on June 19, 1990 was
inducted into the Academie Royale des Sciences d'Outre-Mer (Classe des Sciences
morals et politiques) in Brussels, Belgium. On the occasion he gave a lecture entitled "Les techniques de I'analyse du langage rituel de la religion ancestrale
zairoise," in which he went into the meaning of non-verbal communication among
Africans by the use of rituals and gestures. Following Ernst Cassirer, he defines
man as an "animal symbolicum ." His acceptance as a member of the Academy was
based on his efforts on behalf of the culture of Zaire and his work to preserve the
oral tradition by committing it to writing.
Hugo Huber became an Honorary Member of the Swiss Africa Society on his
70th birthday. At their annual convention he presented a talk entitled: "Symbolic

Death: Thoughts on a Basic Element of African World View ." He also became a
member of the Board of Directors of the International Society for the Study of
Human Ideas on Ultimate Reality and Meaning (U.R.A.M.), headquartered in Toronto, Canada. He contributed a chapter to a book edited by H.-J . Braun and K.H.
Henking with the title "Homo Religiosus (Ethnologische Schriften, Zurich, vol. 9,
Ethnological Museum of Zurich, 1990). His essay presented in the context of a
series of interdisciplinary lectures of the Philosophical Faculty I of the University
of Zurich and the Union of Evangelical Studies of Zurich Schools of Higher Learning, was entitled : "Is life more important than death? An existentially important
dimension of traditional African religions." This dealt with the desire of mankind
for wholeness and well-being and his concerns about dissolution and destruction.
Neither a distant hope for heaven nor a transcendental mystical experience are
important motivators or form the focus of ritual and prayer, but a fundamental
down-to-earth life-affirming concern for preservation and growth. Man is thrown
back on his own resources in the tense struggle between well-being and calamity as
he perceives himself to be challenged and threatened by life-destroying forces and
powers. The overwhelming force of cruel nature continuously threatens the basis of
existence. Fr. Huber also contributed an essay to a collection of articles entitled
"The Fool" (Studia Ethnographica Friburgensia . Vol. 17, Fribourg: Editions Universitaires, 1990). His contribution was called "The Fool, Time and Death - Fools'
Times, Fools' Forms ." The thematic connection between Fool, Time and Death
appears somehow to be linked with all of human history. On the mythical and
metaphysical level it is connected with the split between heaven and earth and
with the origin of death in the world. This tense relationship is expressed in the
myths related to Chronos and Saturn and to the allegorical, playful and moralizing
presentations of winged and dancing Death in the Middle Ages and the Renaissance.
The relationship between Fool, Time and Death returns as metaphorical and real
expression of the death and renewal contained in the ambivalence over the 'foolish'
transition between Winter and Spring and between Childhood and Adulthood.
Louis Luzbetak represented the USA-Chicago Province at the meeting of
Anthropos Council on June 7, 1991 at Saint Augustine's. We hope he take a good
impression of our Institute and our work back with him to North America.
S. M. Michael returned to the Institute of Indian Culture in Bombay on Dec.
1989.
He was appointed Program Director of the Institute. In the meantime he
10,
has published a series of articles: "Anthropological Basis for Dialogue . An Impulse
for Missionary Activity in our Time" (verbum svd 30.1989 : 115-127), "The Role of
the Church in the Transformation of Cultures" (Indian Missiological Review
11 .1989/1 : 79-95), "Beyond Inculturation" (Vidyajoti Journal of Theological Reflection
54.1990/1 : 76-90), "Cultural Performance as Christian Celebration" (Indian Missiological Review 12 .1990/1 : 76-90), "Theological and Sociological Implications of Karma
and Rebirth in India" (verbum svd 31 .1990/1 : 27-42) . In addition to this he wrote
two book reviews: Rohner, Ronald P. and Manjusri Chaki-Sircar, Women and Children in a Bangali Village . Hanover: University Press of New England, 1988, xx+211
pp . (Anthropos 85.1990: 265-266), and: Johnston, William, The Mirror Mind . Cambridge: Harper and Row, 1981, 181 pp. (verbum svd 30.1989/4 : 393-394) . He also
edited No. 12 of the Indian Missiological Review which dealt with the general
theme "Anthropology and Mission in the Indian Context." Contained in this issue are
essays by S . Fuchs, C.J . Godwin, R. Moller, J .G . Piepke, R . Deliege, J .T . Nayak
and S. M. Michael .
Jacek J. Pawlik has taken over the job of introducing and preparing new
missionaries in Bassar, Togo . In 3 courses of 3 weeks the new missionaries are,
first of all, taught how to go about learning an African language . They are also
given some basic information about the land and the people . The second part of the

course deals with the morphology and syntax of African languages, while in the
third course they learn about birth rituals and their pastoral application - still to
be covered eventually in this third unit are topics regarding marriage, burial and
the afterlife. In Lome at the "Institut de pedogogie religieuse" he gave courses in
anthropology, sociology, and dance. In addition he gave lectures on the following
topics : "Reincarnation et Ressurrection" (Bassar 1989), "La modernite et le developpement authentique" (Bassar 1989), and also "L'experience vecue dans le processus
de l'adaption culturelle" (Bandundu 1989). To round off the account of his activities,
he also did linguistic research among the Bassar as well as recorded materials
related to their birth rituals and their way of dealing with twins. From time to
time he works at CEBILO in Lome on the section "Bible and Culture."
Joachim Piepke published "Incarnation in Cultural Context" (Indian Missiological Review 12 .1990/1 : 39-52) and "Landerbericht Brasilien" (Die Anregung 32.1990/l :
47-52) . He also reviewed the following books : Antonio L. Ledesma and Karl Osner
(eds .), Wege and Schritte zur Solidaritat. Erfahrungen and Impulse aus einem
deutsch-philippinischen Exposure-Dialogprogramm . Mainz-Munchen: Griinewald-Kaiser,
1988 . 242 pp. (verbum svd 31 .1990/2: 233-235) ; Gottfried Brakemeier (ed.), Glaube
im Teilen bewahrt. Lutherische Existenz in Brasilien . Erlangen : Verlag der Ev. Luth.
Mission, 1989. 259 pp . (Neue Zeitschrift fur Missionswissenschaft 46.1990/3: 236238) ; Hans-Jiirgen Prien, Evangelische Kirchwerdung in Brasilien . Von den deutschevangelischen Einwanderergemeinden zur evangelischen Kirche Lutherischen Bekenntnisses in Brasilien. Gutersloh: Giitersloher Verlagshaus Gerd Mohn, 1989 . 640 pp.
(Neue Zeitschrift fur Missions wissenschaft 46.1990/3: 226-228) ; Franciska C. Rehbein, Heil in Christentum and afro-brasilianischen Kulten. Ein Vergleich am Beispiel
des Candomble. Bonn: Verlag Norbert M. Borengasser 1989 . xxii+214 pp . (verbum svd
31 .1990/4: 465-467) ; Sabine Speiser, Leben ist mehr als Uberleben. AfroamerikanischeTotenriten in Esmeraldas (Ekuador) and ihr Beitrag zur kulturellen Kontinuitat.
Saarbrucken, Ft. Lauderdale : Verlag Breitenbach Publishers, 1989 . 250 pp. (Zeitschrift for Missions wissenschaft and Religionswissenschaft (in print) ; Giobellina
Brumana, Fernando, and Elda Gonzales Martinez, Spirits from the Margin. Umbanda
in Sao Paulo. A Study in Popular Religion and Social Experience . Uppsala: Almqvist & Wiksell International, 1989 . 308 pp. (Anthropos 86.1991/l-3: 252-254) .
As I look back over my trip through North and Latin America from September 1990 to April 1991, I personally felt it was very successful . I visited all of the
svd communities working in formation from Chicago to Santiago in Chile, 17 in all .
In all of them I talked about the history of the Anthropos journal and the Institute.
Wilhelm Schmidt, with his personality and wealth of ideas, stood in the forefront in
this part of my lecture. Then I discussed the Institute as it is today, its achievements, goals and structure. At the end I also tried to give an idea of the meaning
of ethnology and its related sciences in the context of a missionary society and of
a universal Church trying to express itself in different ways and contexts. The discussion at the end of the lecture showed that the younger people are ready to face
the questions and challenges of science. I hope I was able to get them to think
about these issues and help them in their later life and work, perhaps even to
encourage one or the other of them to study these sciences .
In Rio de Janeiro I made contact with the Negritude Brasileira group. I spent
the months of February and March with the blacks in the townships of Rio and
Salvador . In Salvador I became acquainted with the oldest cult place of the
Candomble in Brazil, the Casa Branca in Engenho Velho. The feast of Oxum lasted
three days. Unfortunately I was not permitted to take pictures or tape record
events, because this would disturb the energy force of the spirits . In Rio I was
accompanied by "my own" Mother of the Saint. Four to five days a week I was on
the move, many times taking 10 to 12 buses a day. The Weather Spirit had good

intentions; two months of broiling heat and burning sun. Travelling the dusty streets
of the townships was often a torture. Then there was the danger that lurked in
those parts of the city . Practically everybody had been held up at one time or
another. As a white person I stood out like a sore thumb, so I put my camera
equipment and my tape recorder in a plastic bag I had got in the store . In this
way I tried to look like an average Brazilian. Altogether I was able to interview 20
people to get their life story. I wanted to learn about their background and their
world view. I wanted to answer the question how it was possible that such a
magical and animistic religion could survive and even flourish in a modern industrial
society. What I discovered was a religious practice which is available and effective
for those who take part in it. Problems which plague people, like illness, troubled
family relations, unemployment, and many others, realistically have no solution for
lack of money and social influence. The ordinary person, however, does have access
to potential power and control on the symbolic plane. By calling on the power of
Orixas (=guardian spirits) he hopes to solve most of his problems . The manipulation
of some spirit in a symbolic manner causes change in real life. In this way one
who is socially and economically powerless achieves a sense of strength which
raises him above his surroundings. This also gives him status, which is recognized
and respected by society. The woman especially engages in activities which the man
cannot deny her, for she, in particular, is gifted as a medium and by going into a
trance has more ready access to the Spirit.
My experience with the blacks of Brazil opened up a new world for me. I
immersed myself in the world of the Orixas and allowed myself to be saturated by
their Axe (=strength). In the final analysis, God's healing strength is not confined to
Catholicism. The Spirit blows where He wills and people find Him, who open
themselves to Him. It was too bad that I could not stay longer with these people.
The ideal would have been to share their life for a whole year.
Anton Quack published an article about the Gusinde Exhibition in_ the Frankfurt Museum of Ethnology. This article was entitled "Mank'acen - der Schattenfanger. Martin Gusinde als Ethnograph and Fotograf der letzten Feuerland Indianer"
(Anthropos 85 .1990: 149-161) . He also published "Symbol, Magic, and Religion" (With
O. Gachter in Theology Digest 37.1990: 109-114) .
I also met Wayne Robins on my South American trip in Asuncion . In the
meantime he announced his intention to resign from his position as Secretary for
Indian Affaires on the Bishops' Conference and intends to begin his doctoral studies
in Mexico City in January 1992 .
Henryk Zimon has been in Saboba in Ghana doing field work since October
1990 and hopes to finish by the end of August 1991 . In the last nine months he
was able to visit 30 villages and conclude 168 interviews with 137 informants. The
main purpose of his research revolves around burial and death rituals, the religious
meaning given to the earth in their belief system and rituals, divination in general
and divination practices connected with death in particular, as well as witchcraft in
both belief and cult practices . His local assistants transcribe the interviews in
Konkomba and translate them into English.
In Remembrance and in Anticipation
Some birthdays ending in zero celebrated this year are those of Anton Vorbichler (70th on Jan. 21, 1991), Hermann Hochegger (60th on March 17, 1991),
Wilhelm Flieger (60th on August 23, 1991) and Othmar Gachter (50th on July 17,
1991) .

Finally a citation from Max Westenhofer, Der Eigenweg des Menschen . Berlin
1942, pp. 334-335 : "Here I would like to call attention to a bad practice of professional (physical) anthropologists, in the hope perhaps that this might lead to its
eradication . They have decided that all human fossil finds, with the exception of
Homo sapiens and Neandertal man, should be called "Anthropos in the meaning of
Ape Man." In doing this, they arbitrarily and needlessly use a word and concept
which has a very old, well-established meaning, at least for humanistically educated
people. One might, as a consequence, think about the well-known chorus in Sophocles' Antigone, one of the most beautiful hymns to mankind and translate it according to this new anthropological fashion: "there is much in the world that is overwhelming, but nothing as overwhelming as an Ape Man ." Likewise one would have
to call the people living in Greece by the name 'Ape Man .' From now on, the
renowned Anthropos journal should be called Ape Man and anthropology itself should
be called the study of Ape Men."
In the event that the fears of this author should prove to be true, we should
design a new cover for Anthropos. We, of all people, want to be sure to go along
with the trend of the times!
Joachim G. Piepke

NTHROPOS
International Review
of Ethnology and Linguistics

12

