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(by Othmar Gächter and Vinsensius Adi Gunawan) 

Becker, Judith (ed.): European Missions in Contact 
Zones. Transformation through Interaction in a (Post-) 
Colonial World. Göttingen: Vandenhoeck and Rup-
recht, 2015. 293 pp. ISBN 978-3-525-10141-4.  

What happens when people of different cultural, reli-
gious, political and social backgrounds live in close 
contact with each other? This volume focuses on the 
encounter between European missionaries and indi-
genous people and aims to illuminate how life in a 
contact zone changed concepts, attitudes, and practices. 
It collects examples from nearly all world regions from 
early modern times to the middle of the twentieth 
century.  

The contributions discuss the concept of contact 

di

living abroad who insisted on forming one community 
and thus exc ed contact 

es and 
integrated different backgrounds and attitudes. In each 
case people, concepts, and attitudes changed in the en-
counter. Practices were modified and new practices 
emerged. Values and conceptions were transformed. 
When individuals embodied the contact, however, they 
often were expelled from the contact zone, especially 
when they were not recogniz -
ume thus also sheds light on the limits of the contact. 
By focusing on the results of the intercultural encoun-
ter, however, it mainly demonstrates the impact of life 
in a contact zone on those involved. 

Veer, Peter van der: The Value of Comparison. Dur-
ham: Duke University Press, 2016. 192 pp. ISBN 978-
0-8223-6158-9. (pbk) 

makes a compelling case for using comparative ap-
proaches in the study of society and for the need to 
resist the simplified civilization narratives popular in 
public discourse and some social theory. He takes the 
quantitative social sciences and the broad social theo-
ries they rely on to task for their inability to question 
Western cultural presuppositions, demonstrating that 

means to understand societies. This capacity stems 
ity, its 

fragmentary approach to studying social life, and its 
ability to translate difference between cultures. 

Through essays on topics as varied as iconoclasm, 
urban poverty, Muslim immigration, and social exclu-
sion van der Veer highlights the ways that studying the 
particular and the unique allows for gaining a deeper 
knowledge of the whole without resorting to simple 
generalizations that elide and marginalize difference. 

Michael Herzfeld: Peter van der Veer is especially 
effective in debunking the implicit binary assumption 

van der Veer has to say is of paramount importance. 

Hüsken, Ute, and Udo Simon (eds.): The Ambivalence 
of Denial. Danger and Appeal of Rituals. Wiesbaden: 
Otto Harrassowitz Verlag, 2016. 315 pp. ISBN 978-3-
447-10570-5. (hbk) 

Rituals, as universal modes of human action, are always 
evaluated and criticized. Humans seem to need rituals, 
but they also reject them. Criticism is an inevitable part 
of ritual traditions, and is often even part of a ritual 
itself. Denial and critique are forms of relation, albeit 
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defined in negative terms: even new or renewed tradi-
tions always strongly relate to the old and rejected. A 
ritual then becomes an ideal ground to negotiate and 
fight over ideologies, modernity and backwardness, tra-
dition and innovation, and diverging ideologies. 

This volume deals with different forms of denial 
and the critique of rituals, and uses the denial of rituals 
to learn more about the role of rituals in their per-

uncovers. The ambivalence, complexity, and processu-
ality of denial are consequences of the fact that there is 
usually not only one, but a chain of denials, one re-
sponding to the other. 

Eriksen, Thomas Hylland: Overheating. An Anthro-
pology of Accelerated Change. London: Pluto Press, 
2016. 176 pp. ISBN 978-0-7453-3634-3. (pbk)  

Thomas Hylland Eriksen writes in his preface that 

changes characterising the present age have important, 
sometimes dramatic, unintended consequences. Each 
of the five empirical chapters focuses on one key area 

 energy, mobility, cities, waste, information  and 
shows how changes may take unexpected directions, 

(vii-viii). Eriksen breathes new life into the discussion 

approach to bear on the three interrelated crises of 
environment, economy, and identity. He argues that 
although these crises are global in scope, they are per-
ceived and responded to locally, and that contradictions 
abound between the standardising forces of informa-
tion-age global capitalism and the socially embedded 
nature of people and local practices. 

Carefully synthesising the ethnographic and com-
parative methods of anthropology with macrosocial and 

new perspective on issues including energy use, urban-
isation, deprivation, human (im)mobility, and the 
spread of interconnected, wireless information technol-
ogy. 

Yamada, Takako, and Toko Fujimoto (eds.): Migra-
tion and the Remaking of Ethnic/Micro-Regional Con-
nectedness. Osaka: National Museum of Ethnology, 
2016. 323 pp. ISBN 978-4-906962-47-1. (pbk) 

This conference report provides an overview of the im-
portant value of local and micro-regional cultures and 
communities.  

Part I informs about the Vancouver Chinese in mul-
ticultural Canada and the ethno-religious landscapes 
among Yunnanese Muslims in the Thai-Myanmar bor-
derland.  

Part II deals with the power of education and the 
remaking of connectedness among Chinese Muslims in 

northern Thailand and among Tibetan women in To-
ronto (Canada). 
 Part III is dedicated to the Kazakhs, a Muslim min-

ority group in Mongolia. 
 Part IV offers essays on contextualization and remak-

ing of connectedness, studying the Dong people of 
Southwest China, Palaung Buddhism in Northern My-
anmar, and the Christian Sami of Scandinavia. 

Part V concentrates on religion and leadership in the 
remaking of connectedness referring to Catholic immi-
grants in the 19th to 20th century Urals, Tibetans in 
Toronto, and migratory shamans in Mongolia. 
 Part VI informs about the roundtable discussion on the 

remaking of connectedness. 
The discussions suggested how factors such as the 

time of migration, generational differences, education, 
gender balance, collaboration, language, religion, and 
contextualization work in the remaking of ethnic/ 
micro-regional connectedness. 

Salvatore, Armando: The Sociology of Islam. Knowl-
edge, Power, and Civility. Chichester: John Wiley 
Blackwell, 2016. 328 pp. ISBN 978-1-119-10997-6. 
(pbk) 

-
duction to an emerging field of inquiry, teaching, and 
debate. The study is located at the crucial intersection 
between a variety of disciplines in the social sciences 
and the humanities. It discusses the long-term dynamics 
of Islam as both a religion and as a social, political, and 
cultural force. 

The volume focuses on ideas of knowledge, power, 
and civility to provide students and readers with ana-
lytic and critical thinking frameworks for understand-
ing the complex social facets of Islamic traditions and 
institutions. The study of the sociology of Islam im-
proves the understanding of Islam as a diverse force 
that drives a variety of social and political arrange-
ments. Delving into both conceptual questions and his-

transdisciplinary, comparative resource for students, 
scholars, and policy makers seeking to understand Is-

-
pact on the modern world.  

Robert Hefner: Salvatore provides a masterful ac-
count of religious ethics, rationalization, and civility 
across the breath of the Muslim world, from early times 
to today. 

Sax, Willilam S., and Helene Basu (eds.): The Law of 
Possession. Ritual, Healing, and the Secular State. New 
York: Oxford University Press, 2015. 255 pp. ISBN 
978-0-19-027575-4. (pbk)  

Rituals combining healing with spirit possession and 
court-like proceedings are found around the world and 
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throughout history. For example, a person suffers from 
an illness that cannot be cured, and in order to be healed 
he performs a ritual involving prosecution and defense, 
a judge and witnesses. Divine beings give evidence 
through human oracles, spirits possess their human vic-
tims and are exorcized, and local gods intervene to pro-
vide healing and justice. 

Such practices seem to be the very antithesis of 
modernity and many modern, secular states have sys-
tematically attempted to eliminate them. Why are such 
rituals largely absent from modern societies, and what 
happens to them when the state attempts to expunge 
them from their health and justice systems, or even to 
criminalize them? Despite the prevalence of rituals in-

analyze them systematically. 
The volume brings together historical and contem-

porary case studies from East Asia, South Asia, and 
Africa, and argues that, despite consistent attempts by 
states to discourage, eliminate, and criminalize them, 
such rituals persist and even thrive because they meet 
widespread human needs. 

Godelier, Maurice: -
bolique. Paris: CNRS Éditions, 2015. 283 pp. ISBN 
978-2-271-08082-0. (pbk) 

Si tout ce qui est imaginaire est imaginé, tout ce qui est 

mythes ou les religions par exemple, ce qui est imaginé 

qui y croient. Cet imaginé-là, plus réel que le réel, est 
sur-réel. 

Si Lévi-
Maurice 

rites, objets et lieux sacrés ne témoignent-ils pas en 

Dieu, des dieux ou des espri -
manité? Le symbolique permet aux humains de signi-

la pensée, envahit et mobilise le corps tout entier, le 
regard, les gestes, les postures mais aussi les temples, 
les palais, les outils, les aliments, les montagnes, la mer, 
le ciel et la terre : il est le réel.  

-
dre compte de composantes fondamentales de toutes les 

proprement humain, des aspects qui, chaque fois, 
forment une grande part sociale et intime de notre 
identité. 

Zimmerman, Rick S., et al. (eds.): Introduction to 
Global Health Promotion. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 
2016. 519 pp. ISBN 978-1-118-89779-9. (pbk) 

This new text from the Society for Public Health 
Education (SOPHE) prepares readers with thorough 
and thoughtful chapters on global health promotion 
theories, best practices, and perspectives on the future 
of the field, from the individual to the global level. The 

malaria, heart disease, smoking, and violence among 
others are explored in detail.  

The state of the science, including the latest em-
pirical data, is distilled into 19 chapters that update 
readers on the complex issues surrounding a variety of 
illnesses and conditions, and disease epidemics and in-
dividual, social, institutional, and governmental bar-
riers to preventing them. Over 40 noted experts bring to 
the fore human rights issues, new uses of technology, 
and practical application of theory. These perspectives, 

to create a well-rounded understanding of global health 
today. 

Rivinius, Karl Josef, SVD: Bildungsoffensive. P. 
Wilhelm Schmidt, SVD, in Ostasien (1935). Siegburg: 
Franz Schmitt Verlag, 2016. 354 pp. ISBN 978-3-
87710-545-0. (pbk) 

Chinesische Katholiken wandten sich mit einer Petition 
an Papst Pius X. (1903 1914), um ihn zu veranlassen, 
sich für ein stärkeres Engagement der Kirche auf dem 
Bildungssektor in ihrem Land einzusetzen. Die Kirche, 
die als eine Institution von Bauern und Ungebildeten 
galt, sollte dadurch ein höheres Ansehen in der chine-
sischen Gesellschaft erhalten. Das anvisierte Ziel sollte 
mit der Errichtung einer für Katholiken und Nicht-
katholiken offenstehenden Universität erreicht werden. 
1924 wurde die vorgesehene Bildungsanstalt in Peking 
als Päpstliche Universität errichtet und erhielt 1927 das 
Recht, den chinesischen Titel Fu Ren Daxue , Fu-Jen-
Universität, zu führen.  

 J. Rivinius 

der theologischen Abteilung der Fu Jen Universität. P. 
Wilhelm Schmidt, der Gründer der Zeitschrift Anthro-
pos, besuchte 1935 die Fu Jen und erstattete nach seiner 
Rückkehr Papst Pius XI. und dem Generalat der Steyler 
Missionare ausführlich Bericht. Schließlich übernah-
men die Steyler Missionare auf Wunsch von Papst Pius 
XI. die Fu Jen Universität. Über 100 chinesische Pries-
ter konnten ihren Studien an diesem Collegium nach-
gehen. Trotz des großartigen Engagements von W. 
Schmidt und kompetenter Lehrkräfte überlebte die 
theologische Abteilung nur von 1938 1948. 
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Kavunkal, Jacob, SVD, and Christian Tauchner, 
SVD (eds.): Mission beyond AD GENTES. A Sym-
posium. Siegburg: Franz Schmitt Verlag, 2016. 243 pp. 
ISBN 978-3-87710-543-6. (pbk) 

This book is the result of a symposium on the occasion 
of the 50th year of the promulgation of the Conciliar 
Decree on Mission, Ad Gentes, which has an unsettling 
relevance again today. Thirteen papers inform on the 
contemporary issues on mission, as they exist in dif-
ferent parts of the world. Some authors emphasize top-
ics such as evangelization and the multi-religious con-
text, migration, ecology, social communication, future 
orientations on mission spirituality, etc. The authors 
offer a window to world mission theology by writers 
who not only belong to the social and cultural diver-
sities but are dealing with these issues in their mission 
theory and practice. 

Kallaway, Peter, and Rebecca Swartz (eds.): Empire 
and Education in Africa. The Shaping of a Comparative 
Perspective. New York: Peter Lang, 2016. 341 pp. 
ISBN 978-1-4331-3347-3. (pbk) 

The book brings together a history of education in 
colonial Africa. It provides a unique contribution to the 
historiography of education in different African coun-
tries and a useful point of entry for scholars new to the 
field of African colonial education. The collection in-
cludes case studies from South Africa, Ethiopia, Mad-
agascar, French West Africa (Afrique Occidentale 
Française) and Tanzania (then Tanganyika). It will 
therefore prove invaluable for scholars in the histories 
of French, British, and German colonialism in Africa.  

The articles in this book examine similarities and 
differences in approaches to education across a broad 
geographical and chronological framework, with chap-
ters focusing on the period between 1830 and 1950. The 
chapters highlight some central concerns in writing his-
tories of education that transcend geographic or impe-
rial boundaries. The text addresses the relationship 

-
sion and state education. The book also deals with 

-
propriate to African people or African contexts, and 
how did this differ across and between colonial con-
texts? Finally, many of the chapters deal with issues of 
gender in colonial education, showing how issues of 
gender were central to education provision in Africa. 

Bammann, Heinrich: The Bahurutshe. Historical 
Events, Culture and Religion (Traditional and Chris-
tian) in Dinokana/South Africa from 1857 to 1940. 
Zürich: LIT Verlag, 2016. 235 pp. ISBN 978-3-643-
90747-9. (pbk)  

The book explores the history, culture and religion of 
the Bahurutshe in the North-West Province of South 
Africa, the historical dates, facts and events of the 
Batswana, informed by verbal tradition. They attain 
greater transparency when the chiefs admit European 
missionaries into their midst. In this book, Chief 
Moiloa II plays a prominent role. He led his migratory 
tribe to settle at Dinokana and preferred to have mis-
sionaries in his tribe. The largest contribution towards 
this book was made by three missionaries from the Her-
mannsburg Mission Society, who submitted numerous 
reports to their superiors in Germany. 

Knörr, Jacqueline, and Christoph Kohl (eds.): The 
Upper Guinea Coast in Global Perspective. New York: 
Berghahn Books, 2016. 326 pp. ISBN 978-1-78533-
069-8. (hbk)  

been the site of regional and global interactions, with 
societies from different parts of the African continent 
and beyond engaging in economic trade, cultural ex-
change, and various forms of conflict. This book pro-
vides a wide-ranging look at how such encounters have 
continued into the present day, identifying the disrup-
tions and continuities in religion, language, economics, 
and various other social phenomena that have resulted. 
These accounts show a region that, while still grappling 
with the legacies of colonialism and the slave trade, is 
both shaped by and an important actor within ever-
denser global networks, exhibiting consistent transfor-
mation and creative adaptation. 

-
butors and interdisciplinary scope are impressive. 
Gathered here are chapters from historians, anthro-
pologists, sociologists, and political scientists, all of 
which mesh together well in a volume that will attract 
the attention of regional specialists and scholars inter-
ested in the continent more broadly. 

Agu, Chibuzo Leonard: Nwaja. The Effects of Family 
Structure on the Phenomenon of Physical Child Abuse 
in Igboland, Nigeria. Marburg: Tectum Verlag, 2016. 
360 pp. ISBN 978-3-8288-3701-0. (pbk) 

Cultural issues are sometimes powerful and sensitive 
that they command unreflected loyalty from members 
of the group. The use of physical punishment in Igbo-
land appears to be one of such cultural sensitivities. The 
author provides the framework for understanding the 
way Igbo people think about certain held beliefs espe-
cially in the context of childrearing practices, given that 
most people act out of convictions even when they are 
not able to rationally explain their actions. Thus, the 
personal history, personality style, the ability to nurture 

ss, the be-
liefs, convictions and the psychology of parents and 
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caregivers have bearing more or less on the pheno-
menon of physical child abuse. 

The book underscores that the dominant social phi-
losophy, the egalitarian or non-egalitarian nature, the 
competitiveness, the social policies, the world view and 
the social construction or definition of childhood and 
child abuse existent in a society  all must be taken into 
consideration. It seeks to serve as a response to the lack 
of comprehensive ethnographic and anthropological re-
flection on the connection between the structure of Igbo 
family and the phenomenon of physical child abuse. 
The author unpacks several cultural taboos placing 
them in anthropological perspectives for a better under-
standing of Igbo entrenched cultural practices. 

Hanneken, Bernhard, and Tiago de Olivieira Pinto
(eds.): Mambo Moto Moto. Music in Tanzania Today. 
Berlin: VWB  Verlag für Wissenschaft und Bildung, 
2016. 229 pp. ISBN 978-3-86135-650-9. (pbk)  

Looking at the music of present-day Tanzania opens a 
broad range of perspectives on a multitude of forms of 
expressions that require a particularly large pluralism 
of methods. As cooperation und locally added value are 
no longer blocked out of international musical and cul-
tural activities, the question must be raised how a con-
temporary musicology may be shaped under these new 
pretexts. The papers in this volume are vivid proof that 
also social, historic, commercial, political and other 
con

 a description that is 
certainly not amiss when talking about the traditional 
and contemporary music of Tanzania. 

The ten contributions deal with musical culture and 
practise in Tanzania, from the vocal polyphony of the 
Wagogo women (Gerhard Kubik, Philip Küppers and 
Kedmon Mapana) to traditional and religious music on 
Zanzibar and along the Swahili coast (Hildegard Kiel, 

Werner Graebner) to the music of the quartet Wam-
widuka as an example for transcultural musical pro-
cesses (Tiago de Oliveira Pinto), and from questions of 
cultural education (Mitchel Strumpf, Kedmon Mapana) 
to practical aspects of preserving the treasures of Radio 
Tanzania (David Tinning). These interesting texts offer 
a view on music in Tanzania that goes far beyond con-
ventional volumes in musicology as it includes re-
search, inventory, didactic aspects, and presentations of 
projects in equal measure. 

Falge, Christiane: The Global Nuer. Transnational 
Life-Worlds, Religious Movements, and War. Köln: 
Rüdiger Köppe Verlag, 2015. 270 pp. ISBN 978-3-
89645-908-4. (pbk)  

The book looks at various effects of globalization on 
Nuer society such as changes in their social structure 

and the creation of a strong desire to counter their 
-sited 

-
fugee camp in Gambella/Ethiopia and adjacent villages 
in the Ethio-Sudanese borderlands to Des Moines/Iowa 
in the US, and back to the borderlands. While the 

created through US based churches built up in the 
homeland by Nuer missionaries, it also contains case 
studies from other social, political, and military fields. 

The ethnography reveals how individual agency in 
these institutions striving for leadership and power and 
the search for advancement and modernity follows pat-
terns familiar from the lineage structure. The outcome 
of these practices are processes of fission that dramati-
cally endanger collective cohesion and advance further 
marginalization for the Nuer. 

Eresso, Meron Zeleke: Faith at the Crossroads. Reli-
gious Syncretism and Dispute Settlement in Northern 
Ethiopia. A Study of Sufi Shrine in North Eastern 
Ethiopia. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz Verlag, 2015. 201 
pp. ISBN 978-3-447-10353-4. (hbk)  

out from 2008 until 2010 at an Islamic Sufi shrine of 
 volume presents the 

syncretic elements of religious practices at the con-
temporary Islamic shrine, where elements from Chris-
tianity, Islam and Traditional Religion are brought to-
gether. It discusses the changing nature of religiosity in 
the first and second generations of the shrine by exam-
ining the different factors that have accounted for the 
formation of syncretic religious elements. Furthermore, 
it analyzes how these elements are reflected in the 
dispute settlement process of a faith-based court, 

the backdrop of the complex blending of various reli-
gious traditions, the first part of the book examines the 
formation of syncretic religious practice. The second 
part presents how these practices are reflected or mir-

The book is a useful complement to the existing 
academic analyses in the fields of anthropology, reli-
gious studies, and sociology of religion. It is also an 
addition to the theoretical discussion in legal anthro-
pology and to discussions pertaining to legal pluralism. 

Chakravarti, Leila Zaki: Made in Egypt. Gendered 
Identity and Aspiration on the Globalised Shop Floor. 
New York: Berghahn Books, 2016. 258 pp. ISBN 978-
1-78533-077-3. (hbk)  

This ground-breaking ethnography of an export-
orientated garment assembly factory in Egypt examines 
the dynamic relationships between its managers 
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emergent Mubarak-bizniz (business) elites who are 
caught in an intensely competitive globalized supply 
chain  and the local daily-life realities of their young, 
educated, and mixed-gender labour force. Construc-
tions of power and resistance, as well as individual 
aspirations and identities, are explored through articu-
lations of class, gender and religion in both manage-
ment discourses and shop floor practices. Leila Chak-

-
fines of the factory, examining the interplay with the 
wider world around it. 

Khaled Adham: This book makes a timely and sig-
nificant contribution to the ethnographic literature on 
contemporary Egyptian factory workplace dynamics 
between management and workers, in which gender 
relations, class, power, control, resistance, and reli-
gious discourses intersect. 

Fischer-Tahir, Andrea, and Katharina Lange
(Hrsg.): Ethnographien des Wandels im Nahen Osten 
und Nordafrika. Leipzig: Leipziger Universitätsverlag, 
2016. 271 pp. ISBN 978-3-96023-013-7. (pbk) 

anschließenden dramatischen Entwicklungen sind län-
ger andauernde Prozesse politischen, sozialen und kul-
turellen Wandels im Nahen Osten und Nordafrika 
vielfach aus dem Blick geraten. Diesen Wandlungs-
prozessen widmet sich der vorliegende Band. 

Die Autorinnen und Autoren beleuchten aus ethno-
graphischer Perspektive einzelne Facetten sozialer und 
kultureller Umbrüche in den genannten Regionen. Die 
Transformationen lassen sich als ergebnisoffene Pro-
zesse beschreiben, in denen kollektive Akteure sich in 
lokalen, nationalen, regionalen wie globalen Interak-
tionssystemen verorten und ihre Positionen neu verhan-
deln. Dabei kommt es zur Erprobung von Neuem, zur 
Modifikation älterer Regeln und Normen und zur 

Die Beiträge untersuchen Kontinuitäten wie auch 
Brüche in den sozialen Praktiken und kulturellen 
Deutungen der jeweiligen Akteure. Ferner wird die 
Produktion nahostethnologischen Wissens in ihrem je-
weiligen geschichtlichen Kontext analysiert. 

Boekraad, Mardoeke: Ecological Sustainability in 
Traditional Sámi Beliefs and Rituals. New York: Peter 
Lang, 2016. 166 pp. ISBN 978-3-631-66598-5. (hbk) 

The book gives a detailed overview of relevant tra-
ditional indigenous Sámi myths, beliefs, and rituals 
based on empirical findings. The author inquires 
whether and how they are related to an ecologically 
sustainable use of the natural environment. Her main 
sources are ancient missionary texts, writings by Sámi 
and contemporary interviews with Sámi individuals. 
The traditional value system included ecological 

sustainability as a survival strategy. Beliefs and rituals, 
transmitted via stories, incorporated these values and 
transmitted a feeling of a round life, despite the strict 
rules for right behavior and punishment for transgres-
sions. The term round symbolized a sense of safety, 
interconnectedness, reliance on mutual help and re-
spect, identification and empathy with all living beings. 

 Experiencing Armenian Music in Tur-
key. An Ethnography of Musicultural Memory. Würz-
burg: Ergon Verlag, 2016. 187 pp. ISBN 978-3-95650-
165-4. (hbk) 

This book is structured to explore different domains of 
cultural memory encoded in and conveyed through 
Armenian musical practices so called musicking, as a 
broader process of producing musical sounds. The 
author discusses the sounds, performance practices, and 
discourses in terms of her personal journey and multi-
sited ethnographic experiences rather than as an attempt 
to describe Armenian music i
critical look at various issues including historical 
framework on the possibilities of expression concern-
ing Armenian music in Turkey; yerki bari khump (Song 
and Dance Ensemble) performances and choir singing 
as a cultural recovery of Istanbul Armenians; Komitas 

diaspora via the musical identity and life story of Onnik 

means of musical representation of Arto Tunçboya-
-depth ethnographic analysis, the 

author sheds light on the musical plurality and thereby 
endeavor to understand the influence of hybridity and 
transnational circulation on Armenian music. The issue 
of Armenian musicking, which the author has discussed 
as carrier of cultural memory and a performative com-
pound of identity, is simultaneously an expression of 
the loss experienced in 1915, and a means of dealing 
with that loss. 

The book will be of interest to the students and aca-
demics not only in ethnomusicology but also anthro-
pology and cultural studies. 

Zheng, Tiantian (ed.): Cultural Politics of Gender and 
Sexuality in Contemporary Asia. Honolulu: University 

ISBN 978-0-8248-
5296-2. (hbk) 

In globalizing Asia, sexual mores and gender roles are 
in constant flux. How have economic shifts and social 
changes altered and reconfigured the cultural meanings 
of gender and sexuality in the region? How have the 
changing political economy and social milieu influ-
enced and shaped the inner workings and micro-politics 
of family structure, gender relationships, intimate ro-
mance, transactional sex, and sexual behaviors? 
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This volume offers up-to-date, grounded, critical 
analysis of the complex intersections of gender, sexua-
lity, and political economy across a diverse array of 
Asian societies: China, Japan, Cambodia, Vietnam, 
India, Pakistan, Hong Kong, Thailand, and Taiwan. 
Based on intense ethnographic fieldwork, the chapters 
disentangle the ways in which gendered and sexual 
experiences are impinged upon by state policies, eco-
nomic realities, cultural ideologies, and social hierar-
chies. Whether highlighting intimate relationships be-
tween elite businessmen and their mistresses in China; 
nightclub performances by Thai men in Bangkok; 

marriage in Hong Kong, Shanghai, and Tokyo; or male 
same-sex relationships in Pakistan  each chapter cen-
ters around the stories of the gendered subjects them-
selves and how they are shaped by outside forces. 
Taken together they provide a provocative entrée into 
the cultural politics of gender and sexuality in Asia.  

By foregrounding cross-cultural ethnographic re-
search, this volume sheds light on how configurations 
of gender and sexuality are constituted, negotiated, 
contested, transformed, and at times, perpetuated and 
reproduced in private, intimate experiences. It will be 
of particular interest to students and scholars in anthro-
pology, 
LGBTQ studies. 

Goziew, Saidbek:
Tajikistan and Civil Society in the West. Frankfurt am 
Main: Peter Lang, 2015. 185 pp. ISBN 978-3-631-
64724-0. (hbk) 

The guiding theme of the book is a traditional institu-
tion of Tajik culture: mahalla  neighborhood. For 
centuries it has sustained the existence of Tajik culture, 
and in times of the greatest religious persecution in the 
USSR it has helped Islam to survive. In this book the 
author does not limit himself to the description of ma-
halla and the explanation of its social functions; a sig-
nificant part of the book is constituted by a comparison 
of mahalla with the concept of civil society existing in 
contemporary Western culture. For this reason, the 
book examines differences between Eastern and West-
ern cultures, in which the specificity of the first is col-
lectivism, and the second individualism. 

pillars: firstly, he has great knowledge on theoretical 
literature and field studies while secondly an important 
role has been played by the fact that he has spent a large 
part of his life as a resident of mahalla in Tajikistan 
before beginning his studies in the West. This very fact 
has allowed him to meet Western civil society as an 
observer. Precisely, the experience of living in these 
different societies permits the author to formulate his 
own opinions and conclusions, sometimes surprising to 
the reader. 

Steinmüller, Hans, and Susanne Brandtstädter
(eds.): Irony, Cynicism, and the Chinese State. London: 
Routledge, 2016. 193 pp. ISBN 978-1-138-94314-8 
(hbk) 

Unprecedented social change in China has intensified 
the contradictions faced by ordinary people. In every-
day life, people find themselves caught between official 
and popular discourses, encounter radically different 

on widely diverse moral frameworks. 
This volume explores irony and cynicism as part of 

the social life of local communities in China, and spe-
cifically in relation to the contemporary Chinese state. 
It collects ethnographies of irony and cynicism in social 
action, written by a group of anthropologists who spe-
cialise in China. They use the lenses of irony and cyni-
cism  broadly defined to include resignation, resis-
tance, humour, ambiguity and dialogue  to look anew 
at the social, political and moral contradictions faced by 
Chinese people. The various contributions are con-
cerned with both the interpretation of intentions in 
everyday social action and discourse, and the broader 
theoretical consequences of such interpretations for an 
understanding of the Chinese state. 

As a study of irony and cynicism in modern China 
and their implications on the social and political aspects 
of everyday life, this book will be of interest to students 
and scholars of social and cultural anthropology, 
Chinese culture and society, and Chinese politics. 

Jacobsen, Knut A. (ed.): Routledge Handbook of 
Contemporary India. London: Routledge, 2016. 506 pp. 
ISBN 978-041-573-865-1. (hbk) 

The handbook describes the contemporary picture of 
India, which is the second largest country in the world 

-
racy and by far the largest country in South Asia, and 
one of the most diverse and pluralistic nations in the 
world in terms of official languages, cultures, religions 
and social identities. Indians have for centuries ex-
changed ideas with other cultures globally and some 
traditions have been transformed in those transnational 
and transcultural encounters and become successful 
innovations with an extraordinary global popularity. 

-
pressive economic growth over the last decades, some 
of the most serious problems of Indian society such as 
poverty, repression of women, inequality both in terms 
of living conditions and of opportunities such as access 
to education, employment, and the economic resources 
of the state persist and do not seem to go away. 

Hatcher, Brian A. (ed.): Hinduism in the Modern 
World. New York: Routledge, 2016. 322 pp. ISBN 
978-0-415-83604-3. (pbk) 
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unprecedented attempt to survey the nature, range, and 
significance of modern and contemporary Hinduism in 
South Asia and the global diaspora. Organized to reflect 
the direction of recent scholarly research, this volume 
breaks with earlier texts on this subject by seeking to 
overcome a misleading dichotomy between an elite, 

Hinduism and the rest of what 

-
cance of modern reformist visions of Hinduism, this 

-
nding its content and by situating 

its expression within a larger framework of history, 
ethnography, and contemporary critical theory. 

This volume equips undergraduate readers with the 
tools necessary to appreciate the richness and diversity 
of Hinduism as it has developed during the past two 
centuries. 

Wassmann, Jürg (ed.): The Gently Bowing Person. 
An Ideal among the Yupno in Papua New Guinea. 
Heidelberg: Universitätsverlag Winter, 2016. 321 pp. 
ISBN 978-3-8253-6622-3 (pbk)  

This in-depth ethnography presents new and otherwise 
not easily accessible results of thirty years of anthro-
pological field research among the Yupno people of 
Papua New Guinea. Anthropological studies about cul-
tures in the Finisterre Range, where the Yupno live, 
have been quite scarce, and this comprehensive mono-
graph about a local knowledge system offers an impor-
tant contribution to this hitherto ethnographically little-
known area. Ideas about personhood, including a 

-
presentation and sign of social belonging, and cultural 
conceptualisations of time and space are the main 
topics of this book. 

Following a strictly interdisciplinary approach, a 
cross-cultural psychologist, an anthropologist, a lin-
guist, cognitive scientists and a musicologist partici-
pated in this study. These diverse forms and intensities 
of collaboration are mirrored in the distinctive structure 
of this book, with an emphasis on co-authored chapters 
to represent the joint research experience. 

Conrich, Ian, and Hermann Mückler (eds.): Rapa 
Nui  Easter Island. Cultural and Historical Perspec-
tives. Berlin: Frank and Timme, 2016. 250 pp. ISBN 
978-3-7329-0265-1. (hbk)  

Easter Island (or Rapa Nui) has long captivated tra-
vellers and explorers since it was first encountered by 

carvings (moai) have been the primary attraction, yet 
these have overshadowed the broader culture of the 
Rapanui people. This significant edited collection 
brings together thirteen specialists from eight countries 
in a series of studies that address the pre-history, his-
tory, contemporary society, and popular culture of 
Easter Island. Consideration is given to both the Rapa-
nui and Western cultures with topics covered including 
archaeology, anthropology, linguistics, tourism, litera-
ture, comic books, and music. This is a multidiscipli-
nary book with subjects ranging from fact to fiction and 
from Thor Heyerdahl and Katherine Routledge to Indi-
ana Jones and Lara Croft. 

Paulin, Chris, and Mark Fenwick:
Fish-hooks, Fishing, and Fisheries in New Zealand. 

ISBN 978-0-8248-6618-1. (hbk) 

Prior to European arrival in New Zealand, fishing was 
bsistence. The 

abundant fish stocks provided a rich and readily avail-
able resource, with methods of procuring fish based on 
careful observations of generations of fishers. Supple-
mented by shellfish and birds, the fish stocks were 
sufficient to provide adequate food supplies, except 
when seasonal periods of adverse weather prevented 

-
lizing nets (some over a mile long), traps, pots, spears, 
and lures, as well as hooks made of wood, bone, shell, 
or stone that were as effective as any modern steel 
hook. The surplus catch was prepared and stored for 
later consumption.  

gear was discarded. The development of deregulated 
commercial fishing in New Zealand waters in the 19th 
and 20th centuries resulted in a dramatic decline in fish 
numbers, distribution ranges and sizes. Increased com-
petition for a diminishing resource ensued among com-
mercial, recreational, and customary fishers. 

-hooks 
and fishing, the development of commercial fisheries 
and the impact on conservation and management of 

settlement and the Treaty of Waitangi. 

If you are interested in purchasing the above indicated books, please contact us.  
We shall be glad to dispatch them to your address invoicing you. 
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Review of Articles 
(by Joachim G. Piepke, Darius J. Piwowarczyk, and Vinsensius Adi Gunawan) 

Hansen, Magnus Pharao: Writing Iritaba. On Re-
presenting Native Americans on Wikipedia. American
Anthropologist 118. 2016/3: 541 553. 

Wikipedia, the online encyclopedia that anyone can 
edit, is simultaneously an experiment in anarchic 
knowledge production and a realization of the long 
dream of modernity: storing all human knowledge. It is 
also a battleground for the politics of representation and 

The author ethno-graphically describes how Wiki-
pedians, most of whom are white Anglo-Americans, 
negotiate the representation of Native Americans as 
objects of encyclopedic knowledge and how the sins of 
our anthropological forebears come back to haunt us in 
this process. In 2015, the author participated in the col-
laborative writing of the article on Irataba or Yara tav, 
who was an important leader of the Mohave people of 
California and Arizona in the late 19th century. This 
process brought representational dilemmas to the fore 
in the negotiation between the inadequacies of histori-

policies establishing how to authorize and re-represent 
narratives. These dilemmas point out to us, as 21st-cen-
tury anthropologists, that we have a responsibility for 
being the stewards of the knowledge created by anthro-
pologists past as well as for correcting their mistakes 
and guiding the global public of readers and writers 
when they make forays into our traditional territories. 

-
testifies to the difficulty that non-anthropologists of 
mainstream Anglo-American extraction seem to have 
in escaping ethnocentrism and achieving nuanced and 
accurate depictions of cultural minorities. One example 

-
ist of documented attacks by Native 

Americans on colonists, whereas no corresponding list 
of massacres perpetrated against Native Americans 
existed. Another is the article on the Natchez revolt, 
which in one version described only the Natchez mas-
sacre of French colonists without describing the rea-
sons the Natchez finally revolted or the genocidal ex-
termination campaign subsequently wielded against 
them by the French. Similar cases exist in the descrip-
tion of many Native peoples. They also frequently exist 
in Wikipedia entries on other social issues close to an-
thropology, such as race, ethnicity, gender, kinship pat-
terns, and sexuality, wherein anthropologically proble-
matic perspectives that are fashionable in the wider 
public are often left to stand un-contradicted.  

If the knowledge produced by anthropologists past 
and present holds any potential value to the world, 
Hansen concludes, then we need their texts and voices 
to be woven well into the intertextual fabric of Wikipe-
dia. We can do this by participating as editors of Wiki-
pedia ourselves and by supporting and empowering the 
members of the communities with whom we 

collaborate to do so as well. Furthermore, we can strive 
to publish in forms that are more accessible for the lay-
people who participate in the circulation of anthropo-
logical knowledge on Wikipedia and elsewhere. Doing 
this work, may not count for much in a tenure file, but 
it will increase the relevance of the discipline of anthro-
pology and perhaps even contribute to making the 
world more just and better informed.  

Wikipedia is real and powerful. Understood as an 
online hypertext, it can be categorized as just another 
website full of distortions, superficial knowledge, and 
puerile ideas and be simply dismissed. However, when 
understood as a generator of alternate realities that are 
reproduced and circulated in the global public sphere, 
it can still be roundly criticized but then is hard to 
dismiss.  

Jusionyte, Ieva: Journalists, Police, and News Publics 
in an Argentine Town. American Ethnologist 43. 
2016/3: 451 464. 

Jusionyte argues that crime narratives presented by the 
media emerge from a collaborative process that in-
volves diverse social groups across different locales. 
This diffused production of stories is captured by the 
concept of crime craft, which helps illuminate the rela-
tionship among news media, organized crime, and 
police violence in post-dictatorship Argentina. There, 
newsmakers must creatively maneuver between official 

-
ship from themselves to their audiences. They do this 
with online news forums, which provide a space for 
readers to anonymously criticize brutal police practi-
ces, sometimes leading to public protests. Such is the 
negotiated and shifting relationship between law and 
violence, as well as the processual and performative 
character of knowledge production, which crime craft 
helps unpack. 

Journalists working for local newspapers in the area 
of Iguazú, a town located on the border with Brazil, 
maintain that in their interactions with the police and 
other security forces, they follow a código 
must have código, -
plained. Following a code -
agger

mediators between the police and the public, that is, by 
maintaining the fine balance between revealing too 
little and too much, journalists adhere to a code that is 
the key to understanding why and how crime craft is 
kept from expanding too far beyond the official narra-
tive. Collaborative engagement in crime craft destabili-
zes the code of silence imposed on discussing police 
violence, but it does not subvert it.  

Citizens in Iguazú use the discourse of corruption to 
draw connections between government officials and the 
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police, creating a narrative in which law enforcement, 
organized crime, and institutional politics were tightly 
knit together. Anger at the corrupt officials who facili-
tated crime resulted in calls for the return of the mili-

 all po-
lice stations on fire, and let the military return, so that 
we can walk peacefully down the street. ... In their 

for communal and private forms of justi
never go to the Police. In case of crime, I will use my 
own hands, with the help of some Paraguayans. You 
pay them and for a little money you can make a thief, 

not for public protest but for vigilantism.  
The history of authoritarian police practices direct-

ed at news journalists in Argentina and the close-knit 
social ties between reporters and police in a small bor-
der town continue to affect the local media, circum-
scribing their coverage of crime. Nonetheless, the dif-
fusion of crime craft takes some responsibility off the 
shoulders of journalists and saves the media from pub-
lishing unfounded claims and accusations. Readers, of-
ten commenting anonymously or under pseudonyms, 
say what journalists generally know but do not have 
evidence of. The projection of a public, however, is an 
operation in
public seems to be self-organized by discourse, but in 
fact requires preexisting forms and channels of circu-

Online news comments might look like a public 
sphere of collaborative news making, but journalists are 
always behind the scenes: editors approve comments 
before they are posted online, thus controlling how far 
crime craft can extend. Yet in her work with news edi-
tors in Iguazú, the author rarely witnessed them cen-
soring online comments (when they did, it was usually 
for profane language), allowing most of them to appear 

 including the calls for vigilante justice, the torching 
of police stations, and the return of the military. The 
practice of outsourcing the making of crime stories to 
anonymous hearsay publics allows journalists to bypass 
constraints imposed by professional norms of news re-
porting as well as by public secrecy. Expressing their 
criticism of law enforcement and advocating private 
forms of justice against criminal suspects and against 
corrupt authorities, newsreaders can participate in a 
public discussion that is otherwise severely curtailed by 
the conditions of everyday media production. 

Dent, Alexander: Policing the Unstable Materialities 
of Digital-Media Piracy in Brazil. American Ethno-
logist 43. 2016/3: 424 436. 

Around the world, antipiracy NGOs train police to re-
cognize the unauthorized use of music and films and to 
destroy publicly illicit CDs and DVDs. For those who 
enforce laws governing intellectual property (IP), mu-
sic and film piracy underscores how digital reproduc-
tion can be conceived of as forgetful, inconstant, and 
promiscuous. Dent argues that in Brazil, discourses 

 incitements to greater 

security, more active governance, and stricter IP en-
forcement. Understanding the global dynamics of IP 
policing requires analysis of ideologies of material 
purity and the historicity associated with them. This 
article  an ethnography of antipiracy NGOs, law en-
forcement, and informal economies in southern Brazil 

 brings together the anthropologies of mediation and 
IP, arguing that producers and consumers of digital 
texts are becoming increasingly anxious about how 
those texts circulate. 

The author suggests specifically that dirt, promis-
cuity, object biography (relics), and authoritarian ap-
proaches to censorship can be linked by a historicity 
that disregards as s conditions of pro-
duction; for this reason, we must focus on the histori-
cities of material purity. In this context, consider the 
work of Brazilian literary critic and theoretician Ro-
berto Schwarz (1992), who in a famous essay on natio-
nal culture argued that much of Latin America suffers 
a crisis of authenticity because the national is arrived at 
by eliminating all that is perceived to have a foreign 
influence. However, this crisis of authenticity, Schwarz 
adds, derives not only from the process of elimination 
itself but also from its deeply repetitive nature; we do 
this repeatedly. The result is a compounded incapacity 
to remember where things came from  an endemic 
inconstancy.  

about the ways ideologies of material purity  as in-
dexed by sexuality, subjectivity, and cleanliness  may 
be analyzed under a broader rubric of historicity. This, 
in turn, points us to the temporal aspects of material 
purity not just in Brazil but wherever IP maximalism is 
enacted. These temporal aspects emerged in an inter-
view Dent conducted in 2009 over lunch with Felipe, a 
lawyer who frequently visited the United States for 
work, taught economics at a private university in São 
Paulo, and was then serving as president of the anti-
piracy lobbying group AIF (Antipiracy and Illegality 
Foundation). He lowered his voice in the somewhat 
expensive restaurant he had selected. He leaned for-
ward so that I alone could hear him and told me in 
hushed tones about a shopping mall in São Paulo whose 
owners were exposed for paying the police not to con-
fiscate the pirated goods that were circulating there 
among them, fake handbags and sunglasses, as well as 
illicit CDs and DVDs. A very powerful family owned 

eventually brought to light. Stories were published 
about it online and in newspapers, and it even made it 

-
ing back and speaking somewhat more volubly, was 

re an object comes from. Where there is 
a scandal, that scandal just disappears. The dirt just 
goes away. Much like someone who improperly uses a 
digital file  that is someone who fails to attend in an 

ro-
duction  the historical facts pertinent to understanding 
who is this family might simply disappear. Rather, the 
family just goes right on running the mall and making 
money, and very quickly, people forget. 
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Whightman, Abigail: Disappointing Indigeneity. 
Powwow and Participation among the Plains Apache. 
Ethnology 51. 2012/1 2: 55 74. 

Based on ethnographic research in southwest Okla-
homa between 2006 and 2009, this paper examines 
Plains Apache identity through the narrative of dis-
appointment that is often associated with native non-
participation in cultural activities, particularly pow-
wow. While recent research on the Southern Plains 
focuses largely on powwow and powwow participants, 
this research explores the perspectives of Apache peo-
ple who are rarely active in powwow. Rather than a 
rejection of native or Apache identity, the results sug-
gest that nonparticipation is a reflection of a complex 
interplay between the participation requirements of ma-
terial capital, cultural capital, and contemporary kin-
ship obligations. 

For native participants, powwow singing and danc-
ing are emotionally powerful and meaningful, reflec-
tive of historic narratives, family connections, a sense 
of community, and a communal experience. Apache 
participants often speak about powwow in similar 
ways, and this article is in no way an attempt to di-
minish those perspectives or experiences. Yet there is 
undeniably a void in the literature that glosses over 
nonparticipants and their experiences. As the author 
argues here, these perspectives challenge the universal 
importance of powwow on the Southern Plains, and the 
belief that nonparticipants have lost their culture or re-
jected their native identities.  

Among the Plains Apache, participation or non-
participation is influenced by a variety of factors, 
including material constraints and kinship support. 
Indeed, in some cases, nonparticipation reflects adher-
ence to Apache culture and the maintenance of an Apa-
che identity through the observance of certain kinship 
expectations. While reciprocal kinship obligations me-
diate structures of inequality and access to money that 
erect barriers to powwow participation, kinship obliga-
tions in the form of respect can also function as road-
blocks themselves. In this sense, nonparticipation takes 
on new significance. What appears to be culture loss or 
even the rejection of a native identity is actually a cul-
turally appropriate pattern and the claiming of an Apa-
che identity following gendered kinship obligations or 
a precedent set by an influential relative-based on the 
relations of support and respect that define some kin-
ship relationships.  

Yet powwows and their participants have clearly 
come to be valued, by many native and non-native peo-
ple, as more authentically cultural than other forms of 
cultural engagement on the Plains. Like any complex 
cultural trope, indigenous authenticity is historically 
variable and subjective, emerging from and circulating 
between both native and non-native communities, with 

duction. For native peo-
ple, indigenous authenticity is often tied to cultural con-
tinuity, with disappointment resulting from real or per-
ceived cultural loss. As Cattelino (2008: 13) has argu-
ed, concerns of cultural loss within native communities 
refl

-
pointment in other indigenous communities or indivi-
duals emerges as a result of different cultural priorities, 
born of different historical and demographic contexts.  

Significantly, Plains Apache people convey very 
little disappointment or concern about individuals who 
do not participate in powwow. Rather, they more com-
monly express disappointment about the failure of in-
dividuals to maintain expected kinship obligations and 
behaviors. Similarly, Apache concerns about culture 
loss are often expressed through the trope of kinship. 
At the youth culture camps  very explicit moments of 
formalized cultural and social reproduction  Apache 
concerns are clearly centered upon teaching kinship 
knowledge. During the multi-day culture camp in 2006, 
there were no formal sessions teaching Apache youth 
song or dance, but there were several sessions about 
Apache history, conveyed primarily through kinship, 
and about gendered kinship behaviors. Because this 
knowledge includes expectations of kinship behavior 
and social interaction, these kinship concerns are also 
fundamentally about reproducing a particular type of 
Apache sociality. 

Hillewaert, Sarah:

East African Town. Africa 86. 2016/3: 425 446. 

The article examines contemporary discourses on and 
conceptions of utumwa (slavery) on the Indian Ocean 
island of Lamu. It discusses how residents of this Swa-
hili town use historical understandings of servitude as 
moral rather than mere physical subjugation to assess 
and formulate judgements on current processes of 
change. 

Young women frequently form the focal point of 
discussions on moral decline within the Lamu com-

mila (tradition). For 
example, the clothes our sisters wear are not the clothes 
that our elders used to wear. Now our girls have left 
their tradition of wearing proper clothes in a respectful 
way. In this case, you can see that the person is a slave 
because she has left her mila In similar way, the 

dreadlocks, wearing a Bob Marley T-shirt and speaking 
English with a remarkable American accent attending 
tourists. These young men offer an approachable con-
nection to the unfamiliar; they provide the tourists with 
access to a distant and mysterious world. They guide 

histories of dilapidated buildings, and introduce them 
to veiled women. Using a traditional dhow, they sail to 
deserted islands where they prepare an authentic Swa-
hili meal. At the same time, these young men surprise 
them with cold beers, which are difficult to find in an 
Islamic town. They guide them to hidden local bars and 
dance with them until dawn. They are an essential part 

economy. Their outer appearance is then merely part of 
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their semiotic toolkit. As the young men themselves 
argue, these are strategically used practices that form 
part of their sales pitches  techniques used to better 
appeal to foreign tourists. 

Lamu residents express their negative opinions of 
beach boys in different ways, including through explicit 
criticism of their conduct in public discussions or in-
directly by refusing these young men in marriage nego-
tiations, considering them highly inappropriate spouses 
for their daughters. Very few families, however, wholly 
reject male members who commence work on the sea-
front, a tolerance that illustrates the ambiguous position 
beach boys occupy in contemporary Lamu. While 
looked down upon, they 
economic survival. 

read the semiotic markers of beach boy identity not 
-

iliarity with Westerners and their habits, but also as a 
willingness to forego their own (Islamic) values in an 
endeavor to better serve strangers. In their attempts to 
oblige those people whom Lamu residents historically 
considered immigrants, beach boys are seen to con-
tradict 
represent. 

Holmes, Seth M., and Heide Castañeda: Represent-

Beyond: Deservingness and Difference, Life and 
Death. American Ethnologist 43. 2016/1: 12 24. 

In the two years of 2015 and 2016, more than 1.2 mil-
lion refugees arrived in Germany. Many of them were 

in 2011. In 2016, more than 950.000 applications for 
asylum had been made. These current events are framed 
and experienced as a crisis, entering the daily media, 
capturing worldwide political attention, and producing 
diverse and contradictory discourses and responses. 
This crisis highlights an unknown future for Germany, 
with its tendencies toward both xenophobia and Will-
kommenskultur (culture of welcome), as well as for 
Europe more generally, in terms of international rela-
tions and contradictory orientations toward the outside 
world. 

the refugee crisis, some important patterns emerge. 
Media reports on the response to the crisis touch on 
many aspects, including the fairness of the quota sys-
tem for distributing refugees among various countries 
and the question of which countries should take more 
or fewer refugees and which should or should not pro-
pose quotas for others. There is also no unified Germa-
ny in response to the crisis. Some within Merke

-
-

(Wir schaffen das!) If we now have 
to start apologizing for showing a friendly face to emer-
gency situations, then this is not my country Wenn
wir jetzt anfangen müssen, uns dafür zu entschuldigen, 
dass wir in Notsituationen ein freundliches Gesicht 
zeigen, dann ist das nicht mein Land). Simultaneously, 
as officials debate and enact policies to receive some 
people and turn away others, xenophobic groups stage 
demonstrations calling for refugees to be kept out. On 
the other hand, throughout the country there are many 
offers of hospitality to those arriving from local organi-
zations and neighborhood associations. In 2015, Ger-
many celebrated World Refugee Day for this first time, 
and German President Joachim Gauck argued that 

because Germans were refugees themselves after 
World War II. 

These events are in line with the complex con-
versation about immigration and multiculturalism in 
contemporary German society produced within the his-
torical legacy of the 20th century. While restrictive im-
migration policies are generally well received, there has 
been occasional public resistance to their implementa-
tion, especially in the case of individuals and families 

ilies are 
seen as deserving because they are understood to have 
been forced to flee by the ongoing civil war and the 
involvement in this war of its international protago-
nists, especially the United States and Russia. In some 
ways, then, the realities clash with ongoing anti-
immigrant rhetoric, which penetrates German society 

policies on immigration .
important here are contemporary anti-Muslim move-
ments such as Patriotic Europeans against the Islami-
zation of the Occident (PEGIDA).  

More common is the rhetoric of integration, which 
positions immigrants as having the responsibility to 
adapt to German society, both culturally and bureau-
cratically, though in ways that can never be complete. 

struggle 
between xenophobic tendencies and liberal aspirations. 
Previously, Germany had a strong, constitutionally em-
bedded right to asylum  it was the only nation to 
formalize it in such a way  and this right held an im-
portant place in political life and in the consciousness 
of postwar society. However, amid growing anti-im-
migrant sentiment, the German legislature restricted 
severely this previously unqualified right in 1992.  
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Across many historical and geographic contexts, the 
discursive framing of the causes of displacement  par-
ticularly those involving the overlapping dichotomies 

 have shaped how states and oth-
er actors have responded to displaced people. Inter-
national conventions establish refugees as involuntary
displaced by political circumstances, including war and 
violence (as well as natural and anthropogenic disas-
ters); they are thus framed as deserving. Immigrants or 
migrants tend to be portrayed in popular, political, and 
academic discourse as economic opportunists, volun-
tarily leaving their home communities in search of a 
better life. Therefore, they are often positioned as un-
worthy of social, economic, and political rights. 

However, the distinctions between political and 
economic as well as involuntary and voluntary deserve 
to be questioned. Individuals, families, and communi-
ties have been driven out of their homes by economic 
desperation that is politically produced  that is, they 
have been forcibly displaced by material factors other 
than war and temporally limited natural disasters, but 
nevertheless produced by political forces. Indeed, the 

realities of structural violence and postcolonial eco-
nomic inequalities that push people to migrate in order 
to survive. In media and political discourse about the 
crisis, relatively little attention was paid to the histori-
cal, social, economic, or even political determinants of 
immigration and refugeeism, including the Syrian civil 
war itself. A violence continuum frame, however, re-
minds us that the political-economic realities of struc-
tural violence can produce and exacerbate political 
violence of resistance. 

The fear of being overwhelmed by difference of 
race and culture runs through much of the discourse 
surrounding the current crisis. Metaphors invoking 

-

water  frequently 
emerge in descriptions of the arrival of displaced peo-
ple and connote a fear that the unspecified European 

common in relation to transnational displacement in 
other contexts. For example, scholars have shown how 
metaphors of water have been used in the United States 
to produce fears about the population growth of the 
Latinos in American society. 

as emerged as another figure along the re-
fugee-migrant spectrum. European and US politicians 

Mus

Difference along cultural, ethnic, and religious lines 
is the primary means for marking those who are deemed 
a threat in current media and political representations. 
Recent statements by the prime minister of Hungary 
indicate that he must protect Europe (implied to be 
homogeneously Christian) from the influx of Muslim 
refugees. Indeed, several European leaders have 

indicated that Christian refugees are more welcome 
than their Muslim counterparts are, and this rhetoric 
only increased after the attacks in Paris and Berlin.  

 (culture of welcome) are central 
themes in the German response to the crisis, especially 
in the German-language press. There has been no 
shortage of cases of compassionate pragmatism, with 
newly formed neighborhood organizations or existing 
groups shifting their mission to provide support, re-
gardless of official government aid or recognition. 
Myriad volunteers provide aid in various forms, in-
cluding health care, translation services, bureaucratic 

newspapers have issued special supplements in Arabic 
to welcome refugees to the country. News stories have 
shown Syrians passing out roses to their German hosts 
as tokens of appreciation. 

Zaloom, Caitlin: The Evangelical Financial Ethic: 
Doubled Forms and the Search for God in the Econom-
ic World. American Ethnologist 43. 2016/2: 325 338. 

In the United States, many evangelical churches offer 

a theological dilemma of great practical significance: 
how to live a Christian life in the ungodly economic 
world. Financial-ministry volunteers and participants 
meet regularly in churches across the country for finan-
cially focused Bible study, one-on-one budgeting ses-
sions, and large regional events, supporting each other 
to manage their household finances in ways that rein-
force, rather than degrade, their religious commitment. 

Evangelicals, particularly those who preach the 
 praise occasional and exceptional-

ly large financial gifts that create powerful and present 
fi-

 well-being of the 

strictures of making due and demonstrating an embrace 
of heavenly value. Focusing on quotidian economic 
ethics brings together the focus on calculations that 
organize routine market transactions with a close atten-
tion to the spiritual imperatives and practices that com-
pel economic activities and lend them significance 
beyond the marketplace. 

Evangelicals take in money from employers and 
spend money with merchants and bankers outside the 
church. The constant flow of money in and out of godly 
domains generates a sharp conceptual distinction be-
tween the secular economy and the godly world, pre-
cisely because everyday life undermines the distinc-
tion. In financial ministry, budgets establish an inter-
face that works to both uphold the boundary and 
manage the movement of funds across the divide. Ra-
tionalized procedures of faith hold a central place in US 

-
ment with the secular environment that surrounds be-
lievers. With objectified, refined, and repeated acts of 
faith, like budgeting, believers can work to identify 
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-
serve his interventions in their lives. The budget regu-
larizes the bel
everyday world of the secular economy. Financial-
ministry practices enable the device to work simul-
taneously across the divide between the kingdom and 

Compelled to be in the world but not of it, financial-
ministry volunteers and participants search for the 
divine in the secular economy. They search for the tools 
at hand, borrowing the budget, a key device used out-

volunteers and participants transform budgets to ope-

with Christian relations of stewardship and fellowship, 
budgets produce spiritual evidence: they record acts of 

ives. 

Eves, Richard: Reforming Men: Pentecostalism and 
Masculinity in Papua New Guinea. The Australian 
Journal of Anthropology 27. 2016/2: 244 259. 

Christianity is central to the framework through which 
most Papua New Guineans make sense of the world and 
has a pervasive influence in their daily life. Christianity 
is enshrined in the Constitution. Despite gender equali-
ty also being enshrined in the Constitution, Papua New 
Guinea is marked by severe levels of gender inequality, 
being ranked at 157 of 187 
Gender Inequality Index. Women there are disadvan-
taged in relation to men in many significant aspects of 
their lives: having less access to education, being re-
stricted in their income-earning opportunities, having 
limited rights to land and property ownership, and 
therefore usually being dependent on men for their eco-
nomic survival. Gender inequality is also manifest in 
high levels of sexual violence and violence against 
women. Despite this extreme degree of inequality and 
violence, the churches vary in the degree to which they 
address the problem, and indeed, some do very little. 
There is also considerable ambivalence, with some 

as domestic violence, but continuing to valorize the 
family and the conservative gender roles within it, such 
as the requirement that women submit to their husbands 
as heads of the family. 

The effects on gender of the Pentecostal form of 
governmentality are most marked for men, since the 
changes men are urged to embrace often contrast sharp-
ly with existing gender conceptions and notions of 
masculinity. Traditional and earlier Christian under-
standings of gender and the gendered body that rely on 
the essentialist belief that men and women are intrin-
sically different, and so have different roles to play, 
have continued to underpin the behavior expected of 
men and women. The norms of femininity and mascu-
linity are culturally constructed within the power struc-
ture of determine what is permissible and impermis-
sible for both men and women, and especially what 

s be-
havior is generally precise and strictly applied, while 

ch as violence, is taken for granted 
and natural. Thus, such constructions of gender heavily 
privilege men and many cultural norms express the 
greater value attached to men and male activities. Being 
the head of family, that is, keeping order within the 
family, is a key aspect of what it means to be a man 
traditionally and as reiterated by Christianity. 

Two conversion narratives of men may illustrate the 
changes in their lives: 

life of a man moulds him  humbles him, giving him 
compassion and empathy, respect, righteous ways and 
truthfulness. All these things, including the attribute of 
self-control, are things the Holy Spirit commands 
within a man. Before in my life I was an angry man, 
someone who argued a lot. So when the Holy Spirit 
changed me, I recognized these aspects of my life and 

my life. Among the men here, too, the ways of the 
women are considered inconsequential. I did not want 
to act in this way and I became a born again Christian 
and now treat my wife well. Previously, I was not very 
good to her. Now my wife feels I have compassion and 
empathy towards her and I live a new life. The basis of 
this is repentance. It is a big thing that must come up in 
a man 

Pentecostalism promotes a new type of masculine 
agency for its male adherents in Papua New Guinea. 
Importantly, it provides a performative space within 
which men can do masculinity differently. This new 
active form of agency contrasts with some older forms 
of agency, such as the reactive type, in which men 
decide to act rather more from desire, impulse or in-
stinct than from a careful calculation of outcomes. The 
new agency may be equated to the proactive agency of 
the successful person, such as the Big Man, who, like a 
born again Christian, thinks carefully about his plans 
and actions. This may seem comparable to the various 

power over women, but these groups are negative and 
reactive, seeking domination for its own sake, whereas 
the Big Man is usually seeking not only his own 
renown, but the renown and wellbeing of his clan, and 
his endeavors often result in prosperity for the wider 
community.  

Shalhoub-Kevorkian, Nadera: At the Limits of the 
Human: Reading Postraciality from Palestine. Ethnic
and Racial Studies 39. 2016/13: 2252 2260. 

The question of Palestine appeared on the global scene 
at a time when racial politics operated through different 
vocabulary and strategies than in our present moment. 

ed the 
Palestinian people and pushed them into multiple zones 
of space, circumstances, and classification: those who 
remained in their homeland, refugees driven to join the 
original inhabitants of Gaza, East Jerusalem, and the 
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West Bank (who fell under Israeli military occupation 
in 1967), and those evicted beyond the borders of his-
toric Palestine, to live either in refugee camps in neigh-
boring Arab states or across the world. The Nakba
(catastrophe), marking this profound disruption of 
Palestinian society, is now in its 68th year.  

Around the question of Palestine, we can observe 
the racism of postraciality signaled by the evaluation 
and re-evaluation of the question of protection of hum-
an life. In the face of global uprooting, migrations, and 
terror, we have witnessed the development of a global, 
ethical reasoning around legal classifications of the 
human, and in particular, the child. Palestine has be-
come a place where we interrogate life as such, as the 
global community (hegemonic West) debates, dismiss-
es, or allows brutal forms of dehumanization to persist. 
In the postracial era, then, racism in the Palestinian con-
text yields moments of inhumanity, generating a spatial 
and temporal order that pushes Palestinians through the 
edges of the limits of humanity. The past and present, 
as lived and recorded experiences, and even the pos-
sibility of the future, are ambiguous, tenuous, and con-
strained between the intimacy and distance between the 
Israeli colonizer and the colonized Palestinian.  

Multicultura -

Middle East.  This democracy myth relies on inclusio-

and primacy against primitive Arab others. In Jaffa, for 

for millions of Shekels, while their original Palestinian 
owners remain dispossessed. The native Palestinians 
evicted from these homes are either unable to access 
them from exile, or, if they still live in Jaffa, lack the 

the native population must fight for the right for 
housing and against discriminatory state policies is it-
self a mode of postracial racism. 

In 1982, Menachem Begin, a former Israeli Prime 
Minister, remarked to the Knesset (the Israeli parlia-

gods on this planet. We are as different from the inferior 
races as they are from insects. In fact, compared to our 
race, other races are beasts and animals, cattle the best. 
Other races are considered as human excrement. Our 
destiny is to rule over the inferior races. Our earthly 
kingdom will be ruled by our leader with a rod of iron. 
The masses will lick our feet and serve us as our 

Postraciality can be directly connected to the daily 
dismemberment of Palestinians. Physical and structural 
racial targeting dismembers not only living and dead 
bodies, but also dismembers Palestinian society 
through fragmentation. Postracial dismemberment is 
structural and systematic while calling for the erasure 
of the colonized, even during death. The agrammatical 
systematic dismemberment of such postracial racism is 
further exacerbated when geopolitical racism allows 
geographical dispossession to erase history, and when 
security theologies are used to further an economy of 
fearing the other. This regime of dismemberment, 

maneuvered by racist political powers that utilize bibli-
cal claims and sacralized securitized politics, suspend 
time, space, and the right of the colonized to live and 
die in dignity. 

Adeney-Risakotta, Bernard: Traditional, Islamic, and 
National Law in the Experience of Indonesian Women. 
Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations 27. 2016/3: 

This article examines how social imaginaries of women 
as equal in the public sphere, rooted in a long history, 
support gender equality. However, there is tension be-
tween national law, traditional law (adat) and Islamic 
law (fiqh) in the narratives of Indonesian Muslim wom-
en. In Indonesia, law is not conceived of as a universal 
boundary that may not be violated, but rather as a dis-
cursive tradition subject to negotiation depending on 
local conditions. In some parts of Indonesia, women are 
imagined as powerful agents who have often exercised 
leadership in society. In other parts, patriarchy is 
strongly entrenched. Law and the imaginary of women, 
is in an ongoing process of transformation in response 
to dynamic between modern education, global religious 
influences, and traditional practices. Traditional law 
grounds in the narratives of people within specific local 
ethnic groups and interacts with Islam and changing 
modern conditions to create unique local understand-
ings of the role of women in society. National law in 
Indonesia often has less authority than religious and 
traditional law. Both the interpretation of law and the 
prevalence of women in positions of leadership are 
supported by imaginaries of women as powerful actors 
in the public sphere. 

Sometimes, tradition and religion seem to conspire 
together (and against national law), to hold women in a 
position of subordination to patriarchal structures. 
However, women are traditionally powerful in many 
Indonesian ethnic groups. Today, 99.4% of young In-
donesian women are literate. The phenomenal growth 
of education among Indonesian women has led to more 
and more women taking top leadership positions in 
politics, education, and religion. Both law and social 
structures seem to lag behind the experience of Indo-
nesian women as powerful subjects who share in con-
structing the future of Islamic civilization in Indonesia 
and beyond. 

Bovensiepen, Judith, and F. D. Rosa: Transforma-
tions of the Sacred in East Timor. Comparative Studies 
in Society and History 58. 2016/3

For Catholic missionaries in the early twentieth cen-
tury, the only way to achieve true conversion of Timo-
rese ancestral ritualists was the deliberate destruction of 
sacred lulik houses. Although Timorese allegedly parti-
cipated enthusiastically in this destruction, lulik (a term 
commonly translated as sacred, proscribed, holy, or 
taboo) remains a key part of ritual practice today. The 
authors describe three different modes of engagement 
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between Catholic missionaries and indigenous sacred 
powers and suggest the effects such encounters would 
have had. First, attempts to destroy lulik by burning 
down the lulik houses and sacred objects did not destroy 
lulik
Lulik becomes more dangerous when it is treated with 
disrespect. Second, local Timorese may well have seen 
the repeated withdrawals of missionaries as a form of 
retaliation by lulik against those aggressors, confirming 
the ultimate superiority of this indigenous potency. 
Thirdly, when missionaries tried to substitute lulik with 
Catholic objects, and then left them behind when they 
withdrew, this created a completely new and perhaps 
even more powerful type of lulik object. These Cath-
olic-lulik objects could have been interpreted as signs 
of autonomy or as proof that even foreigners recog-
nized the importance of a particular lulik house.  

This article offers a dynamic historical analysis of 
what may be described as a particular form of Southeast 

with sacred powers have changed in interaction with 
Catholic missionaries. It links the inherent ambivalence 

of endogenous occult powers to religious and historical 
transformations, teasing out the unintended consequen-

-
nize lulik. Comparing historical and ethnographic data 
from the center of East Timor, it argues that, contrary 

cles of destruction, 
withdrawal, and return that characterized mission his-
tory ended up strengthening lulik. Inspired by anthro-

the work of Mary Douglas and Valerio Valeri, this 
article makes visible the transformation of the sacred in 
relation to outside agents: when relations with foreign 
powers were productive, the positive sides of lulik as a 
source of wealth and authority were brought out; yet 
when outsiders posed a threat, the dangerous and threa-
tening aspects of lulik were accentuated. The sacred and 
the foreign must be understood in a relational context 
that informs not just religious sensibilities, but a whole 
range of different social and political processes. This 
analysis allows us to highlight the relational dimen-
sions of sacred powers and their relation to ongoing 
social transformations. 
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